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ABSTRACT
An important area of concern to university faculties

and administrators is the effect upon students of the college
environment. Are students pleased or dissatisfigd? What is the source
of theii-approval or dissatisfaction? The University of Wisconsin
Center System-sponsored a cqmprehensive system-wide survey of student
opinion in 1975 for the purpose of.learning sore about its students
and their attitudes and feelings toward their Centers.'The'Centers
provide quality two -year liberal arts transfer programs in a small
campus setting at fourteen geographically scattered locations for
traditional and nontraditional students. The report of the survey
accompanyAng this memorandum supplies empirically derived data from
'the fourteen camptses. In addition to data on student characteristics
(e.g., age, marital status, employment, class attendance, family
income) , presented is survey data on how students feel about aspects

i .of their respective Centers (e.g., students'-influence, registration
procedures, library resources, guidance, job placelient, interaction
with faculty, variety of courses, cost of books and supplies), as
well as information about their academic and career goals.
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4eOeuse i\have attended this small Center, i have had more of
a chance.to becOmpa person. Because of it,-/ know who I am and .who ,

I hope to be tomOrtowl: My interests have broadened and I have become
more aware of my 4bilities_and goals through the guidance of professional
people who are willing\to be friends. It haS truly been the experience
of my life.",

,Comment of one student attending the
Universlty of Wisconsin,Center System

A



4 FOREWORD

1 During the last several years institutions of higher eduaat,ion have ex-
/perienced financial stress, changing attitudes of students and educators,
and new demands by society on the educational system. Understandably,
many research studie4Nhave been undertaken to assess the general health
of these institutions and to provide a basis for decision - making, and

,,policy development that will ensure their stability.

An important area of concern to university faculties and administrators
is the effect upon students of the college environment. Are students
pleased or dissatisfied? What is the source of their approval or dis-
satisfaction? Since students are the consumers of education, it is --

logical, particulprly in an era-of consumerism, to take their ariaOils
seriously and to'uae this feedback constructively in the formulation of
educational policy.

/ The. University of Wisconsin Center System sponsored a comprehensive system-'
wide survey of student opinion'in 1)975 for the purpose of learning more
about its students and their attitudes and feelings toward-their Centers.
The report of the survey accompanying this memorandum supplies empirically

..derived data from the fourteen campuses. In-additi to data on student
characteristics (e.g., age, marital status,.employm4ent, class attendance,
family income), the report presents survey data on how students feel
about aspects of their respective Centers (e.g., students' influence,
registration procedures,' library resources, guidance, job placement; inter-
action with faculty, variety of courses, cost of books and supplies), as
well as information about their academic and career goals.

To the many persons who were consulted and gave helpfuhsuggestions, the
University of Wisconsin Center'System expresses its appreciation. I

particularly wish to thank, for their cooperation, the deans of the
fourteen Centers; staff members of the Center System's central administra-
tiOn; and Dr. Herman M. Kroll, Coordinator,,Office,of Academic Support
Services, for his supervision of the survey and the writing of this report.

.4

Center System students who responded to the survey'deserve our warmest
thanks since it was their effort which made this report possible.

r

Edward B. Fort
Chancellor
University of Wisconsin Center System
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.o The median age of UWCS students in 1975 was 20.

o More'than 600 students (8 percent of the total) were older than 39.

o Students' median annual family income before taxes was $13,068.

o Ninety percent of the students agreed that, in the UWMthey have been
given,the respect and responsibility of adultg.

o More than three-quarters (78 percent) agreed that.UWCS courses and
activities they have partidipated in at their Centers have contributed
a loCto their personal. growth.

/a41

Seven out i ten students agreed that the' professors seem interested
in them individuals.

. .P
0 'Two-thirds:of the stLdentS thought that'the'ibrary resources at their

Centers were very helpful in their academic work. i

'Seven out of ten students agreed that they had been'able to get
needed in choosing their courses and program.

One-quarter of the students thought that the costs of books And
were a real problem to them.
- a.\

1
-

o .0 little over half (58 Percent) ofthe students thought that their Center
offered them enough variety of cour es to meet'their needs and interests.

o Asked to pick their edubational goal from a list of eight, more students
pose, the'followi 11ng as their first choice: To acquire background for
further.studli in some professional or scholarly field.

,,

o Asked what, they 'expect their major'fieWto.be, more-students.selected
Business (14 percent), Health Serviogs (13'percent), and Education

help, they

supplies,

(12 tbrcentl,

o Almost three - quarters, (73 percent) of the students indicated that they
Would attend a University of Wisconsin four-year campus upon completion
of their studies at their Center.

a The three UW campuses` that most UWCS students planned to attend were:
UW-Madison (22 percent), UW-Milwaukee (14 percent), and UW:05hkosh
(11 percent).
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A SURVEY OF STUDENT OPINION

Herman M, Kroll 1

Introduction

Student Opinion and College Administration

The idea of using student opinion to guide the course of aneducational

institution in its planning, policies and p
fr,

ocedures may be repugnant to some
4ho .

.

people. 'Students should come to college to be taughE, not to te- ll us how to
6

teach, or what to teach, or how to run the iryst ution', is 'the kind of remark

one might hear. Obviously, students, faculty and administrators may view-the

educational processufrom differing and, sometimes, conflicting perspeCtives.'

For example, a statement in. the ptesent. survey, to which .students were asked to

respond, was, "My professors have set standards that are difficult to achieve."

_ Shown the stateMent, one faOulty member said, "I hope so." Clearly, differing

philosophical assumptions altput education may, directly affect educational

e.
practice; and some.may question the utility of an inquiry into the views of stu-,

dents if, to begin-with, those views grow out of assumptions and beliefS that

may be quite different from. those of faculty and administrators.

The argument in favor of soliciting student opinions is research oriented.

That is, if we view students as "consumers" of location, then a survey of

student opinion is simply a form of market research. Various assumptions, f'
°

course, underlie such research.
/

We assume that students will give their opinions

without prejudice and that they will not grind axes.--7We assure that their ex-

pectations about an institution may haVe.an effect upon their opinions of it.

We assume, further, that students' preferences,,expressed through a survey, may

not taally assist an institution in satisfying their educational needs, simply

becaOse it is possible, that, at times, students themselves may not know what is

14
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best for them educationally. Conversely, we assume that when'btudents say they

dislike something, the object of their dislike may not necessarily be harming

."
themeducationa lly. (Sad-tasting medicine sometimes cures.)

In other words, student opinion may be useful, but its usefulness has limits.

Opfnions cannot reliably measure, the efficiency or effectiveness of a particular

process, situation, or service. But opinions do provide clues. They can.suggest

that something is right or wrong, that something can be improved. If opinions

have been, elicited in a statistically sound framework, they can be used,construr-

'tively as a starting point for further investigation. This is one assumption'ofe4

the prestipt st6dy,_the source of its general intent.
.

K.

The UW Center System

The University of Wisconsin System, which is currently responsible for

the education of approximately 140,000 students statewide, consistsOf thirteen

four-year universities and two statewide separately defined institutions with

the mission of extending the educationalthrust of the University throughout

the state. One of the latter institutions is called UniVerSity Extension; the

other is the UW Center System (UWCS).

.

The UWCS is a unique composite of fourteen geographically scattered under-
;;.Ak4.

graduate campuses, or 'Centers", each haVing a mission of providing a quality

two-year, liberal arts tr nsfer program wherein educational opportunities are'

made available, in a sma campus setting, for traditional 18-22 year old students,
0 .

as well'as non-traditional 'tudents 25 years of age.and older. Enrollments at the

fourteen Centers during the period of this survey ran froM abOut 140 at UW Center

(UWC) Medford, to more than 1400 at UWC- Waukesha (see Table 29, Appendix A.)

The UWCS is a statewide institution; Inthe-northwestern part of the state .

it is represented by the Barron County Center. In the north central area it is

represented by the Mddford /Marathon County, and Marshfield/Wood County Centers.

In the northeast it is represented by the Marinette County Center. In the eastern
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area UWCS Centers are located at Fox Valley, Manitc*oc, Fond du .Lac, and

Sheboygan. In the southeast there are UWCS Centers 'in Washington CoUnty,

Waukesha County, and Rock County, And, finaiiy, in the south central/west,

the NWCS is r presented by the Canters in RiOhland and Baraboo/SaUk Counties,:

The UWCS, through its fourteen Centers, provides for a wide range egt.

curricular offerings in the liberal arts, as Well as curricular en 'vors in the

es pre-professional areas along with classes in adult and centinuipg'education.

.

The UWCS emphasizes small classes,.personalized instruction, smooth tran

ition from high school to colleges, and transferabilty.of University credits.

Students may earn the associate in arts and associate in sciences degrees.

The select mission of the UWCS is'to offer a.guality two-year, liberal

arts transfer program

all students, many of

wherein educational opportunities are made available to

a'aif
whom could not otherwise afford them. The physical

facilities of the Centers were constructed with taxes paid by the people of the

counties and cities in which they are located, to serVe.thiS purpose, and.elso

to assume 'special responsibilities in'meeting the educational and cultural

of the people in their immediate service areas.,"

The select mission includes:

needs

(a) Commitment 'to the delivery;of personalized education, with a special

emphasis on teaching excellence.

(b) .Commitment to'the development, testing and use of more effective

teaching methods in support of teaching.excellence,

(c) Planning and delivery of paraprofessional programs designed to meet the

occupational needs of students and communities in cooperation with-the State

Vocational, Technical and Adult Education-System in ways consistent,yith statu-

tory differentiation of the missions of the UW pystem and the state VTAE system.

(d) Serving as educational 'centers, through which information and university

programs are delivered (with the cooperation of other units of the university)'



r.4

to tho,people of their immediate service areas as an. integral part of the total

.

niversit of Wisconsin System outreach effort.

(e) Providing opportunities for cultural enrictiment in their immediate

service areas.

The fourteen Centers, with their faculties,.Deans and support staffs,

are centrally Supported :by a ChancVlor, Assistant Chancellorfor-Academi,

Affairs, afid-Directorsfor Research, Business Affairs, Public-informationi\and

Instructional Development. The central office for the UWCS is located in \

. Madison, the state's capital,- adjacent to the campus of the largest four-year

University, UW-Madison.
9

Past Research To reach a better understanding of the college envirenment,

or "climate", various systematic research technigues.have been tried. Objective

measuring instruments have bee developed which attempt to discover more about '

an institution than, say, 4.ts type, control, location and size,. Some instruMents

have attempted to measure the /institutional clate by surveying'students.

The first attempt was the Col ege Characteristics Index (CCI) of Pace and Stern

(1958), later reanalyzed by pace (1960, 1963) to produce the College and University

Envoironment Scales (CUES). stin (1968, 1971) factor analyzed more than 400 '

/

items of student data to delielop'the Inventory of College Activities (IcA) A

.fourth method was derived front the Questionnaire on Student and COIlege Character-

istics 02SCC) of the Educa ional Testing Service by Centra (1970), t 'According to

Bayer (1975), " . . . cer ain scales from these various measureme40.'devices

overlap considerably (p. 51)."

While these measuring instruments have-provided new insights into college

environmental factors, it is important to bear in mind,, that obtaining ,information

. .

via student opinion has not yet been deMonstrated-tO be an absolutely dependable

4psearch tool. As Bayer (1975) puts it, -" . . while it.is generally assured

that student-derived 'climate' measures reflect factual information about the

a

30
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institution -- including faculty attributes and behavior assumption

has not been tested systematically (p. 551)."

Cross (1968) reviewed junior college student characteristics and suggested

several abOlit which students could provide useful information. Th;s:

b Goals, a4pirations, reasons for attending college;

Vo Experiences in college: with classes, teachers, programs, ser vices;-

'o Fina ncial needs.

These areas were AL main areas of interest in the present Study.

Fenske and Scott (1973) synthesized the results of three empirical studies

I
r-.

of college students' goalsi.plans and background characteristics which guided the
4 ,?(

writing of some questions in the present study's questionnaire. Centra (1970)

developed a -questionhaire on student and college characteristics which guided

the writing, of items rdlevant:tO.the Center SysteM student. And Warren and
.

Rdelfs (1972) described the development ofia questionnaire throUgh which junior

°college students described their college experiences. This latter instrument

was extensively tested. and revised more than once,,resulting.finally in a 157-item-

questionnaire. Some of these items were adapted for use in the present study, to

the circumstances and conditions unique to the UWCS.

Following Warren and Roelfs (1972), several criteria gpided the-development

of the present survey's questionnaire, including:

o Results of the survey, were to be understandable to junior college staff

members and students without the need for interpretation,by a researcher

4 ,

or methodologist;

o Simplicity and directness were to.be major goals, bothin the-content and,

..-

wording of the items and in the nature of the.informaton provided in

the results;

o Each item should bp capable of standing alone; providing useful information

independently of other items;
I

L_.

rl

"9 '
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The respondents were to be students who had 'had a minimum of about

.Semester's experience in the Ginter System;
0

The questionnaire would be kept 'as brief as possible for the sake of

economy and to insure a high rate of response;

The questionnaire would not seek information, except in the most general

"If

way, a instructional effectiveness, i.e., faculty performance. .

Focus of the Present Study

The primary focus of this study was the obtaining`of student opinion data -

on qualitative aspects of the college environment, via a mail sample survey,

AI the 14-campus lower-division Center System of the University o Wisconsin.

One objective of the study was to obtain a "profile" f the typica er System
o

. e
student for the purpose of planning and improving educational programs and

services. Another objeCtive of the study was to provide ,student feedback to

administrators and faculty of the Center System that might 'be .useful in planhing

and/or revising various aspects of the college environment and the.educional

, program.

Student Characteristics

Although the present survey was mainly an attempt to elicit the.opinions of

students on diverse topics related to their experience at UWCS Centers, a

, -

secondary objective was to secure information about Studentsithemselves.

section of the ,survey questionnaire asked for information on the following:.

sex; age; marital status; living with parents or not; employed full-times; part

time, or not employed; number of hours per week that students work; type of work

'student do; time of day students attend classes; number of credit hours taken;

and student's annual family income (before taxes). The information thus ob-
,

aitned follows:

r-
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Men/Women Number Percent
a

o Students were almost equally Total. . 1498 100.0
diVided-between men and women. Men 764 51.0

Women 728 48.6

No report . . . 6
,---

.4

Age

o The median age of.UWCS students Total. . . u . . 1498 100
in 1975 was 20. Under 18 30 2

18-19 644 43

o , About one-quarter of the stu-i. 20 -21 285 19
dents were older than 24. 22-24 150 10

25-29.. .. . 120 8

o Based upon a total of 7627 30-39 . . . 135 9

enrolled students, 8 percent, 40-59 89 6

or more than 600, were older 60 or older 9 30

than 39. 4 No report' 15

Marital status.

o Single students outnumbered Total 1498. 100

marrieds by almost 3 to 1. Single J108 - 74
Married
No report

'

390 26;,

ir

, I

Live with parents or not

o Sixty percent of the students Total. . , . . 1498 100
lived with their parents. . Living with

parents. . 899 60
-"Not living with

parents. . 524 35

No report 75 5 .

4W .z
...,.

-6

Employment

o Almost two-thirds (64 percent) Total- 1498 :100

of the students were employed, Employed full-tiMe. 285 19
part-time or full-time. Employed, part-time, : 674 45

Not eMployed. . . 524 35

No report . . . . . ' 15 1

aPercents may not add to totals because of rounding.

2Q



o The median hours per week
that students worked was

o Of those employed, almost
two- thirds (62 percent)
did either some kind-of
clericalmork or private
household and service
work.

oto

Hours per week
students work Number Percenta

Total
21. None

14-98

524
%lop

35

1 -5 30 2

6-10 105 7

11-20 . . 314 -21

21-30 180 12
Over 30 hours ,
,No report

285

60
,19

Type of work students do

Total 1498 100
N

.Professional/technical... . , 105 .7

Farmer '0 .0 .

Manager/officials/proprie-
i tors .90

Clerical and kindred, workers. 225 15
Sales. . . . . . 60 4

Craftsmen/foremen (skilled
workers) ..... , . 30. 2 .

Semi-skilled workers and
apprentice craftsmen . . . 60 4

Private household and service
work 344 .,k*-23

Not employed 524 '35

No report . . . . . . , 0 5 0 4

Three-quartets of the students
attended classes mornings or
afternoons or evenings.\
Twelve percent reporte.attend-
ing classes all day, i.=\
mornings and afternodns.

a
PerCents

Time of day.

students attend class

Total .149
Mornings 689
'Afternoons 240
Evenings 195
Days & Evenings. . . 120.

Mornings & after-
noons 180

Mornings & evenings 15

Afternoons _& even-
ings 14 '

No report 45

may not add to totals because of rounding.
.

21

100
46

16

13
,8
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O

-

-NUMber of credit
hours taken Number Per6enta

The median cre tt hours .taken Total 1498 100
was 13. Less than 8 360 24

8-11 . . 164'
12-15 509 34

More than 15. . 360, 24

I
.No report 105 7

o Students' median annual family
D
,

income before taxes was $13,068

Annual family
income (Before taxes)

Si

Total
\

Under $ 5,000 . . .

1498.

1289
100

8

$ 5,900 - $ 7,999 : 125 8

$'18,00b,- $ 9,999 . 137 9

$10,000 - $14,999 . 417 28
. .'15,000 - $19,999 . 232 15

$20,000 - $24,999 . 118 8

$25,000 - $9,999 55 . 4

$30,000 and Over. 80 5

No.report 20 14

a
Percents may not add to totals because of rodhding.

bBecause of the relatively large number ofnon-responses.f"no report") it is
possible that the median income reported may 'be incorrect. Some students
probabfr did not know the exact extent of their family's ,income.
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Feelings. About the Institution

Students' Perception of Their Influence. Many college studehts say they

have little or no influence on.t4eirA.nstitutions. To getan idea of what Center

'
System students thought, the present survey asked students to reePond

) to,the

statement, "Center students have enough voice in faculty and administrative de-

cisions affecting them." As Table ljndicates, 41 percent of the student%

agreed with the statement, on alsystemwide baiis, 19 percent disagieed andA0 c,

percent were not suFe. ThuS:, 59 percent eithe were not pure or did not think

r'that they had enough voice in decision-making A their catpuses.

Are Students Respected? Although Center System studehts.had goMe doubt

about their influence upon decisions made by f culty and adminis ators, they

were more positive about the way they are treated as people. As Table 2

cater', 50 perdent of the students agreed with the statement,. "In general,

students here are giVen the respect and responsibility of adults." Five percent-

of the students disagreed with the statement and 5 p rcent were not sure.

Notablyt at UK-Medford, not a single student respo ded negatively to, the. stat

ment.

Students'were also strongly in agreement with the st. ement, "In general

the rules ,and regulations are pretty relaxed ;here; people don feel hassl,ed."
.... )

.4s Table 3- indicates, 92 percent of the students agreed with the s tement., 3

Percent disagreed and 5 percent were not sure. Very few'students*in any of the

Cefiters disag eed with the statement:

a

Perceptions of the College Enviro -n t, A college, or Center, consists of

something more than its campus, buildi gs, library,.6tudente, faculty and ad-

,ministrators. At the best institutions there is an unmistakable "spirit of place"

that pervades the environment, Making it appealing or not. Things that happen on

.b

-^2

3



Table 1

Response-to: Center students have enough voice in fabnity and

administrative decisions affecting theM.

t

Percentage Rkpponding

Defin4efy
Centers not,or 1p Not.iure yes or yes o Total

All (N -1498) 19, h,

8araboo (N=130) 20

40

31

, 41

49

v 100

% 100

Barron,(114) '25 26 49 100

Fond du Lac (106) 19 44 37 100
4...-

Fox Valley (92) 13 51 37 100

Manitowoc q118) 10 34 57. 100

Marathon (98) 32 38 30 100

Marinette (120) 29 , 430 41 100

Marshflelld (106) 19
..

37 44 100

Medford (101) 10 21. 69 100

Richland (89) 12 25 64 100
V.

Rock (93) 15, 42 42 ''100

Sheboygan(113) 18 40 42 100

Washington(111) 19 35 46 100
.

Waukesha(107) 18 49 33 .100
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t

Table 2

Response to: In general, students here are given the respect and

responsibility oil adults.
A

Centers

Percentage Responding

Definitely
not or no Not sure

Definitely
yes or yes.. ,Total

All 1N=1498) 5 5

Baraboo (N=130).

Barron (11f)
a

Fond du Lac (106) 7 2.

Fox Valley (92) 3

Manitowoc' (118)

Marathon .(98) 3

Marinette /120) 6

Marshfield (106) 4

Medford (101). 1.

Richland (89) 6

Rock (93) 4

Sheboygan (113)

Washington (111) 4

,,--1'-

-Waukesha (1071 6

2

1

90

90

92

100

.100

100

91 100

94 100

89 100

91"

91 100-

93 '100

99 100

87. 100

92 100

89 100

94 100

83-- 100

01"

-40
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T.able 3.

/4 Response to: En general, the rules and regulations are prett3# relaxed

here; people don't feel hassled.

Centers

Percentage Responding

Definitely-
not or n% Not sure

All (N=1498)

.BarabOo (N =130):.

':Barron (114)

Fond du-Lac.11-P4

Fox Valley (92)

Manitowoc (118)

o

Definite*
-yes or yes. Total

Marathon

Marinette (120).

o

Mars)ifieid (106)

Medford (101)

Richland-(89)-

gRoCk (93)

Sheboygan (113)

Washingtpn air)

Waukesha (107) 1 7

88 100,

94

`/92 100 b
.
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a campus, some trivial, someoimportant, including social events and entertiAin-

mentS, also make a differeAce between acamilps that students like andoone they

a

,
a e apathetic about.

e survey attempted to explore these environmental' considerations by

asking t dents to respond,to the following three statements: (1) "I like the

present arran ment that prOvided cultUrakevents at.thy Center -- art exhibits;

theater, concerts, t ."; (2) "In general, the Center I attend is a place where

students just go to clads2not much elAe' happens, theke"; and (3) "I feel that

courses and activtities I have participated in at the Center have contributed a

lot to my own personal growth."

', In the systemwide response to statement (1) aboVe, about cultural events,

71 percent of-the students agreed with it, 15 percent disagreed.and 14'percent

Were not sure. (See Table 4).

In response to statement (2) above, S. . . the Center .1 attend is a place

where students'just go to clads . ) 27 percent of the students agreed with
/

P

it gda systemwide baSis,.61 percent of the studetits d'isagreed and 12"percent

were not sure (see-Table 5).

In response to statement 13) above, (aboutcourseSand activities contribut-

ing' .to personal growth) on a systemwide basis, 78 percent. of the students agreed

with it, 9 percent disagreed, inW'13 percentwere 'not sure Jsee Table 6).-

Table 7 presents the three statethents (1, 2, and 3j discussed in the fore-

goifg'paragraphs with-the percentage of.students responding "Definitely Yes"

Or "Yes" to them, by Center. 2
4

udents and Professors. Although the survey sought information from
3

students about their relationship-to profeSsOrs, it did not conqern itself
.

with students' opinions about instructional methodology or the quality of

*
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Table 1

Response to: I like tle peSentrrangement that provides cultural,

events at my Center -- art exhibitse,theater, concerts, etc.

Percentage Responding

Definitely
Centers not or no

,O.'.
All (N=1498) 15

Baraboo, (N=130) 12

Barron (114) 13-

Fond du Lac (106) 23

Fox Valley (92) .11

Manitowoc (118) '20

Marathop (98) 19

Ma inette (120) / 9

Marshfield (106) 4

Medford (10/J . *15

RiChland (85) - 7

Ro k,(93) 8

She *igan (113) 18

*Wash ngton (1111 22

Waukesha (10 ) 15

Not sure

.)
Definitely
yes or yes Total

14

7
,

8

13

24

e.

14

21

11

3

13

6

41

'14

20

t

71

81

79

100

100

/ 100

1164 100

66 100

# .

66 (100

'60 100

80 00 100

93' 100

72 160

87 100

80 ' 100

68 100

58. 100

69 loo

r
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Table 5

Response to: In general, the Center I attend is a place where students
I

just go to class;-hot muchielsejlappens there.;-
(

Percentage Responding

Definitely
Centers not or no Not sure

Definitely
yes or yes 'Total

All (N*1498)

Baraboo (N=130)

Barron (114)

61

65.

76

12

6

7

27

29

17

100

100,

100

Fond du Lac (106) 60 15 25 100

Fox Valley (92) 62 15 23 100

ManitoWoc (118) 66
9

° 24f 00

7C
Maratho\ (98

43 14 / ---42 A
100

r

Marinette (120) 67 12 22 100

Marshfield (106) 82 7 12 d 100'

V---
.Medford ."(101)\ 86 7 1.0.61e

Richland (89) 71 11 18c.-\ 100

RoCk (93) 60 7
r

33 100,

Sheboygan (113)' 56 12 31' 100

-
Washington (111) - .,50 16 34

1°Waukeshe (107) 56- 14 100 N #
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Table 6

Response to: I feel that courses and activities I, have participated in

at the Center have coributed a lot to my own personal growth.

Centers
DefinAely
not or no

Parcin4age Responding

Not sure"

All (Ne1498) 9 13

Barabgo (N=130) '10
, ,, '1

Barron (114) 8 5 4

Fond du Lac (106) 6. 11,

Fox Valley (92) 6 , 14

Manitowoc '-(118) 4,',,trii

Marathon (98) 13 "18

Marinette (1?0) , 8 7

Marshfield (106) 6 13 .

a

C)(
Medford, (101) 4 10'

Richland, (89) 4 13 .

Rock (93) \ 6 12 ,

Sheboygan (113) 14., ' 18

Washington (11l)
7

12 , 10 ,

Waukesha (107) 11. 15

Definitely
yes or yes Total

- 78 100:1

84 100
, ..,.,

1,

87 100

83 100

!?-

130 . 100

80 loo

69e- 100

85 ;:i. 100

`2---.
81 e lop

' 86 .100

84 100

82

a
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teaching. Student evalua of the faculty would have required an entirelY,

different kind of m ing instrument from the one that was teed. Moreover,

it was not the purpose of the'Pr'esentsurvey, either in,design or execution,
A

to engage in a process of faculty evaluation via student opinion.

What the present survey did atthmpt to do was to obtain some information

from students that would convey to other students, to the fJculty and to adm'n-
,

istrators an indication of feelings students had about faculty and the in rac-

tion between them.

First, student'S were asked to respond to the statement, "my professors have
s

set standards that are difficult to aChleve," Few students responded to this

statement affirmatively. Thus, on a systemwide basis, .15 percent of the stu-
..

.
dents agreed with the statement, 70 percent disagreed and 15 percent were not

sure (see Table 8).

Second, students were asked to respond to the statement, "Mos f my

professors seem interested in me as an individual." 'On a systemwide basis, 72

percent of the students agreed with the statement, 14 percent disagreed, and 14

percent were not sure (see Table 9). - 4.
4 'S"

Third, students were asked to respond to the statement, "ProfessOrs and
0

undergraduates at my Center get together often outside the classroom." The
6 ,

systemwide rebponse. to the statement was not strongly affirmative, and there

4 was Some uncertainty expressed. Thils, 46 percent of the students agreed with

the statement on,a systemwide basis, 21 percent disagreed and 33 percent weze not

sure (see Table 10). -Interestingly, some Centers did respond much more

affirmatively to the statement than the'systemwidealdrage: (UWC-Baraboo

(61 percent); UWC-Manitowoc (76 percent); UWC-Medfbr4 (p33 percent); and

UWC-Richland (65 percent). Since the Centers at Ma itowoct Medford`, and
I.
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Table 8

Retponse to: My professors have set standards that are difficult to

achieve,.

n 0
Definite

Centers notor

Percentage Responding

n9 Not sure

All (N=1498) A

Baraboo (N=130)

Barron (114)

Fond du Lac 1106)

70

80

72

.82

15

11
r

14

1

Fox Valley (92) 72 20
-1

-Manitowoc (118) 71. 16

Marathon (98) 40 i , 22

Marinette (120) 77 . 15

Marshfield (106) 65 12

Medford (101) 81 17

Richland (89) 82 12

Rock (93) 70 9

*
Sheboygan (113) 61 18

WaShington (111) '72 11 i

Waukesha 07) 71 14
,

Definitely
yes or yes Total

15 100

8 100

13 100

,

8
,

100
.

'14 100

37 100

8 100.

!31 100

2 100

6 100

21 100

21 100

16 100

14 100

33
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Table 9

Response to: Most of my professors seem terested .in me as an

individual.

Definitely
Centers not

Percentage Responding

Definitely
yes 'or yes . Totalor no Not sure

All (NA1498)

Baraboo (NA130)

Barron (114)

14

10

8

14

9

5.

72

81

87

100

100

144,9

Fond du Lac.(106) 10 . 16 73 100

Fox Valley (92)" 14 '. 14 73 100

Manitowoc (118) 11, 11 78 100

Marathon (98) 21 18 61 100,

Marinette (120) 7 14 79 100

Marshfield (106) 11' 11 79 100 ;

Medford (101) 91 100

Richland (89) 6 7 87 100

Rock (93) 16 18 66 10.0

Sheboygan (113) 16 17 67 100

Washi on (111) 12 19 69 100
^4.

Waukesha (107) 19 13
.

68 100

*A\
:.
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Response to:

Table 10

ofessors and undergrgdUates a my Cen er get together

often outside the classroom.

Percentage Responding

Definitely
Centdrs c, not

0
or no Not sure

)

Definitely
yea or yes 'Total

All (NRK,1498) 21 33 46 100

BaAboo (N=1,30): 13 25 '61 100

Barron (114) 18 30 52 100

Bond dU .T.ac 1106) 16 34 50 100

.Fox Valley (92) 16 36- 48 -100

'Manitowoc (118) 6 18 76 100

Marathon (98) 35 ' 39. 26. 100
0

Marinette (120) 14 30 55 100

Marshfield (106) 29 34 z s 100'

; Medfordt(101) 4 83 100

Richland 189) 12 23 100

Rock (93) 42. 100

Sheboygan (113) 24.. 41 34 100

Washington (111) 22 30. 48 100

Waukesha (107) 27 4 39 0 100

35
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Richland Center are among those-Centers with the .s llest number of students,

there appears to be a correlation here between Center ize and student-faculty

interaction outside the claSsroom. Bayer (1975) noted-t . t . the in

.
<

tutiOn's structure -- paiticularly its size -- persists as a strong d'terminant

of the institutional environment (page 562)."

students disagreed ith the staiment (about professors and undergraduates get-

g Centers at which more

ting together outside the classroom)' tW the systemwide average tesponse were:
94;

UWC-Marathon (35 percent); UWC-Marshfield E29 percent); and UWC-Waukesha

(27 percent). These Centers, as well as those at Fond du Lac,'Fox Valley,

.RoOkNand Sheboygan are among the Centers with larger'enrollMents. In each
.

case, there was-ei6ler strong disagreement with the statement or a high degree

of uncertainty expressed through "not sure," lending support to the argument
6

thatsize of a Center affects the environment, specifically student-faculty.
s. .

inteZaction. .1) a

Hol4 Students Regar=d Their Centers, In an attempt to obtain an overall

evaluation from students of their Centers, the survey questionnaire asked,

"Are there any comments or farther descriptions of your Center (favorable or

. .

unfavorable) that you would like to offer? Can you think of a brief statement

that captures the uniqueness or flavor of your Center?" Non-responses to the

question on a tystemmide basis totaled 38 percent of the sample. This is not

too surprising considering that the question required the respondent to develop

his or her own evaluative statement. The responses of the remaining 62 percent

of the sample (representative of an estimated 4736 studentsl_swere categorized as

"Positive", "Negative", "Neutral", and "Mj.xed". The4eSpOnses were. categorized
. °

,.

. .,

bia professional coder employed,hy the Wisconsin Survey Research
,

Laboratoril

She was instructed to read each statement and evaluate it aOcordingto the cate-
.

. .

gories Meniclied: On a.syStemwide basis; computing from the results* In Table 11
- , -4.---

3 6 g
,

, 4. .
.
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Table 11 . /

N .. 4,

Response 'Co: Are there any comments or further descrlptions of your Center

(favokabie or unfavordble) that'yog would like to offer? Can you think O'

a brief statement that captures the uniqueness or flavor of your Center?
% -

Centers Positive

Percentage Retponding

Mixed
No

domments Total
*\

Negative Neutral

O

Percent

,All 42 8 38 1.00

Baraboo 4 5 4 7 28 100

Barton 59 1 3r, 100`

Fond du Lac 43 14 34 100

Fox Valley 39 7 9 46 100

Manitowoc 34 1.4 12 39 .100

Marathon 29 8 48. 100

Marinette 49 7 11 32 100

Marshfield 44 6 6 40 . 100

Medford, 62 5 6 27 100

Richland ' 60 2 7 28 100
A

Rock . 44 10 6 36 100-
Sheboygan 31' 8 9 12 4G 100

Oashington 39 .4 6 % 12 40 ' 100

WaukeSha 37 7 7 9 38 100 -'
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67 percent of the responding students' statements about thei. Centers were

evaluate as positive, 12 percent were negative,.6 percent w4e neutral and 14

perdent wer mixed. Among Centers at which more of'the responing students were

positive in't ir statements than the systemwide average were'UWC-Baraboo (77

percent).; UWC-Ba on (85 percent);' AJWC-MedArd (85 percent): and WC-Richland

(82 percent). Among enters at Which-more of the responding students were
\

A 1

negative. in their st ements than the systemwide average were:( UWO-Fond du Lac

. (22 per_gentl-and UWC.-Manitowoc (24 pergentl.

What They Said: Thetudents' Comments
.

Statistics cannot convey the expressiveness of many of'the tudentsi

comments. Some comments provided insights unanticipated by the questiqiinaire.

Approximately half of the more than 90.0 responses t uestion 10 were randOmay

. selected and read by the author.. Some statements were carefully composed aid

serious evaluations. Many revealed strongleelings, A few were facetious, and

a few topk the opportunity to comp in about something unique in the student's

situation. (A police officer elt thatCe ters should offer courses in spects

ring f llows:
; \

of law enfqceient Overall, there. were re

o The ri,ndlines6, warmth and interest of the facplty.

o The c op relationship between students andteachers.

o The individual attebtioff-Studehts receive.
-

o The feeling that the faculty were helpful/ and ing.
.//

o The advantages of a small campus where "waryt d togetherness"
/

prevail (instead of the impersonality of a`l rqe university) and

°

where students are on a "first-name basis" with their teacihers.

o For students who are undecided about attending college becauge of the

expense, Centers provide, an inexpensive opportunity to Pget a taste of-------------
collegellife."

38
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o The chance to earn a college degree while-, at the same time, holding a

job in one's community..

o The opportunity to obtain high quality education that is inexpensive

4 and.near to one's home,

The strongly expressed feeling that none of the Centers should be

closed down "The Center System has brought education to the people

of Wisconsin."
"

o The importanceof the Center System for the continuing education of\
,z3 .

adults: "I feel that the Centers are an impOrtant part of the Uni-

versity System because'they offer people of all ages a chance to get

a further'educa 'o n Without the Centers many people, myself for ,

'example, would have no way to continue my education on a part-time basis.

The value of the Centers for older students and retlredperso s:, "Th

-Center has given many, people the opportunity to improve themselves and

their lives, which is just as important as roviding a'liberal educatio

for young people."

o__Cent are °,1,

/-

luable resources for women who may not ave had an oppor-___-_

tunity college because of their milyrespo sibillties A \\

. \ '

\
i

1

''middle age '\16ther of
°

i

five children, just be ning t ege be
- /

1

\\

"I feel as if someone has handed one a neuhaTe."

Centers are cultural resources which'enrich their communities wit concerto,

. .

theater, art exhibits and many other kinds of events: "The Center has
.

.

transformed a smalloquket, provincial community into an\intellectuallly

and culturally aware cily."

Not all comments were positive, of course, as. Table 11 indicates. Eiglt

percent of the responses were negative, four TJertenti,Were neutral, and nine

percent were ixed. Nor,eover, non-responses tc Qu ion 10 on, a systemwide ,is
<si,t'37
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-were '38 percent of the sampke4 perha an indication in itself, in some cases,

of neutral feeling or disapproval. Some cif the concerns of the espondentsv

included the following:
TZ!

o- The Center System curriculum shou be broader, have more depth and

variety. (A few,students perceived that while small campuses _have socia4

advantages, by the 'very nature of things they cannot offer the u of

v

urses obtainable at larger institutions.).

e courses should be offered in biology, psychology sociology,t1T-7
M_

English:

More courses should be offered at nighti- afternoons, and during%the SumMer.

o Tests should be given "that would give -us college credit for things we
A

.\

already know..

... /
Not enough 'students talce an interes in campus'extracurricular\activities.

. ,

Some Centers are too much like high school: st,aents retain theirlAgh
--- tip

, (
4

-----,..., ..---
e

_

01 cliques; and the "atmosphere' of college is m

If Ce 6 ,Woraries were betterpplied and could stay -o

the\price

t

t' be such a problem,-

asier\tO tra college credit ithi' the University of

m and find o ecifcWisdon

campuses.

rbgram requirements at different.

t '

4--o--Eacilities for physical eaucati

ones-improvedexisting

(

.---
gyRnasia) should be b
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Needs and Experiences

It would be difficult, if,not ppossible,-to identify one set of needs
0

peculiar to Centqr System students. The survey explored several needs on the

assumption.that they .were germane to students at the present time.

Class Schedules. It,was adsumed that students need to attend classes at

times convenient to them. The analysis of the data was done in four ways, that
4

,is, for Students employed partrtime, full -time, not employed, and for all

students regardless of employment.

. First, excluding the question of employment, responses"were obtained to

the statement, "Classes are tcheduled at convenient times." As Table 12_indi-

cates, 73 pereent of thestudents agreed with the statement, 15 percent disagreed,

.

and 11;percent were not sure.

After examining the response of students to the statement about class

scheduling for the Center System as a whole, responses to the statement were

obtained for only those students who were employed part-time. The part - timers'

average response systemwide was almost identical. to
/

the response of all students

regardle s of employment - -'Yes (74 percent), No (14 percent),..and Not Sure

(10 percen
0

Response- to the'class scheduling statement were also analyzed for students

employed full-t In this case, the systemwide average response was somewlikt

different to there .onses from all students, on the one hand, and from students

employed part-time, on the other. Students employed full-tl.me indicated some-

. what less agreement with the clastschsduling statement. For'the system as a

whole, 65 percent of the-full-time employed students agreed that classes were
"

scheduled at convenient times; 17 percent disagreed and .14 percent were 40t sure.

As might be expected, students whro were not employed and who responded to

41
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the class sche ling statement did not, on the whole, find the scheduling of

-classes inconvenie

Table 13 presents,,percentages of students, cate orizedby employment andi
.

by Center, who responded 11)1e-finitely Not" or "No" to the statement, "Classes .-

- are sch duled at.conyenient times."

Registration Procedure. One of the most discon erting events for college

stud6.nts at some institutions is the process in whic students register (enroll)
e .

. ,, /
to-attend classes. Some students have charact erized the pfocess as dehumanizing

because of the hours they must spend standing in line to have forms filled -

out and signed and to have cashiers accept tuition pa

of situation in mind, the present survey asked Cent System

to the statement, "At my Center, registration procedures art

With this kind

students to respond

a real burden."

This statement, as Table-14 indicates, was disagreed with by 81 percent of the

students on a systemwide basis., Fourteen percent agreed with the statement

5 percent were not sure.

4 0
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Response to:.

Table

Classes are scheduled at convenient times.

Percentage Responding

Definitely
Centers notoi no Not sure

u Definitely'
yes or yes. Total

.

All (N=1498)

taraboo (N=130)

Barron (114)

15

16

8

11

8

9

73

76

83

.

100.

100

100

Fond du Lac (106f 18 9 73 100

Fox Valley (92) 18 16 67 140 ,

Manitowoc '(118) 11 11 .8 80 la°

Marathon (98) 14 12 73 100

Marinette (120) 91 9 81 100

Marshfield (1061 \,,y8 12. 80 100

Medford (II ,9 7 -- 84 .100
NI,

Richland (89) 8 7 85, 100

Rock (93) 16 12 71' 109

Sheboygan (113) 14 11 75 100

Washington (111) 20 10 69 100

Waukesha (101) 19 14 67 100

o

43
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Table13

Percentages of Students Categorized by Employment and by Center,
Responding "Definitely Not" or "No" to the Statement:

Clasies Are Scheduled At Convenient Times

STUDENTS
Employment -

All Part-Time ' Full-Time Not Employed
.

.

Percent Percent Percent Percen

All Centers 15 14 17 ' 14

Baraboo '- 15 19 24

.Barron 8 6 8 ,A

Fond chl Lac ' 18 17 :19 18
.

Fox Valley 17 26 9 12 '

manitowoc 11 12 20 8

Marathon

Marinette

14

9

8

6

40
.,

12

. '9

.

12
.

m'arshfie'ld 8
i

10 0 8

Medford
,

9 8 X25

Richland

Rock

Sheboygan

8 ,

16

14

7

22

10

8

21,

17

10

, 4

15

Washington

Waukesha

20

19

19,

15

, '18

IA

21

26

44

b h.
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Table 14
.

Response
.

to:. At my Center, registration procedures are .a real burden.

Definitely
Centers not

Percentage Responding

'Definitely
yes or yesor no Not Sure

All (N4114984 81 : 5 p 14

Berftloo (Nr=130) 93 5-

Barror(114) 91 4 4 V
4-

Fond du Lac (106) 68 4 28

Fox Valley (92) 82 3 15

Manitowoc (118) 88 3 8

Marathon (98) 84 8 8 '

Marinette (120) 93 .2
;

5

Marshfield (106) 71 5 24'

Medford (101) 95

Richland (89) 86 7, 7

Rock (93) 81 4 14.

Sheboygan (113) Q8 10

Washington 4111) 75 6 19

Waukesha (107) 75 17

Total

100

00

100

100

100

'IOD

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100_

100
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4f -

Library keSouroes. The intelledtgrAlcore of ,a collegesha Often been
t

held) to be its library. The size of the book collection is important, of course,

but some would argue that the newness, relevance, and quality of the O)Mlection

z
may be as importaht as its size. Apart from the collection itself, the value,

of.a library to students may standoor fall n the service rendered by thefpo

0

library staff. To obtain some idea-of students.' attitude toward their Center's

library, the survey asked them to respond to the general statement; "The library

resourcesof the Center are very helpful in my academic work-.", As Table 15

indicates, 67 percent of the" students on a system4ide basis agreed!w,ith the

statement, 16 percent disagreed and 17 percent, were not sure.

Counseling and Guidance (Student Personnel Services). ,Center SyStet

students ome-froM all parts of Witconsin, from. rural and urban areas.. Some .of

them are more informed than others about,the collegial process an4 what is'

expected of students. Obviously, whatever planning help and guidance they're,

,ceive at dCenter may be crucial to their success in college. For this-reasdn,

students were asIced.to respond to t statement, "I.haVekeen able toAet help
4

F

I needed in choosing my courses and program." As Table. 16 indicates, 73 percent

of the students agreed with the statement, 14 percent disagreed, and 13 percent
1 -

were not :sure .

Job Placement.' Since tanystudents in the Center System have relatively

low family incomes (17 percent had less than,$.8,000arinual family income before

z'
taxes), it has probably. been necessary for many to obtain,part-t. work while

attending college. Information on how successful students have been in obtaining

job placement assistance from their Centers was sought by askihg students to

respond to the statement, "I have been sable to get help at m4,Zentee in finding
t

apart -thre or tempor.5ry job." CoMPuting, from Table 17, and ,considering only

rrim
those Students who responded, on a systemwide basis 22 percent of the'

46
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Table 15 /

*
_Besponse to The library reaourcesof the Center Are very helpful in

-/-

-my '-g6demic work.

Definitely-
Centers not

Percentage Responding

Definitely'
yes or yesor no. Not sure

All (N41498), rke 17 67

.Baraboo (N=130) 88

Barron (114) 6 12 82

Fond du Lac (106) 18 15, 67

Fox Valley (92) 28 25 48

Manitowoc (118) 16 25 59

Marathon (98) 30 22 48

Marinette (120) 9 10 81

Marshfield (106) 13, 10 77

.

Medford (101) 4 14: ' 82

Richland (89) 4 7 89

Rock (93) 13 6 82

Sheboygan (113) 11 23 66

ashington (111) '17 , 11 72 .

Waukesha (107) 17 23 60

Total

100

100

100

.100

100

100.

100

100

100

100

100

100 '

100

100

100

4
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Table 16

Response to: I have bey able to get help I needed in choosing my

t? AO.
courses and program.

Percentage Responding

6efinitely
Centers not or no Nipt sure

Definitely
yes or .yes Total'

All (N=1498) 14 13 73 100

Baraboo (N=130) 14 ,77
a

100

Barron (114) 10 9 81 100

Fond du Lac (106) 12. 15 73 , 100

Pox Valley (92) 7 11. 82 100

Manitowoc (118) 33 14 52 100.

Marathon (98) 23 69 100

Marinette (120) 6 87 100

Marshfie10)(106) , 22 65 100

Medford (101) 10 7 83. 100,

Richland (89) 6 90 k00

Rock (93). 10 81 100

Sheboygari.(113. 11 14 74 10CH

Mashington'(111) 15 76 100

WaukeSha (107) d 17
0

21
.

62 100

t

48
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Table 17

Response to: I halve been able. to get help atmy Center, in finding a

part-time or temporary job.'

r

, Definitely
Centers not or no

Percentage Responding
r

No
response ,.TotalNot sure

Definitely
-ifes or yes

Percent

All (N=1498) 27 17 13 43 100

Baraboo (N=13P) 25 12 12 51 100

4 aBarron (114) 22 20 24 33 100
, .

.

Fond du Lac (106) 31 26 8 36 1.00

-Fox Valley (92) 21 16. 8 53 100
4

Manitowoc.(118) 30 16 18 36 100

Marathop (98) 417 16 ,t 13 30 100

Marinette (120) .23 12 17 48 100

Marshfield-(106) 33 13 12 42. 100

a
Medford (101) 33 16 11 41 100
.

Richland ,(89) ,18
,

, 7 35 40 100

'Pock (93) 17 24 9 50 loa

Shebbygan (113) 28 26 7 38 100
a

Washington (111) as 15 5 51 100a

Waukesha (107) 20 17 11 52 100

apercents 'rray not.add to totals tecause of rounding.
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students agreed'with the statement, 46 percent disagreed and 32 percent were

not sure., The relatively large Timber of students not Answering this question

were, pe hape,snot seeking employment.

The unusually high percentage. of students at UWC-Richland who evidently-

felt that they. had been helped at that\C-6nter in obtaining part -time Or tem-

porary work may -perhaps be attributed to the fact. that an arrangementlgetween the

Center and the local ChaMber of Commerce hAs resulted in employment for almost

every Student who has sought it.a

College Expense. Although the Center System survey did not addresthe

question of-college costs in depth by asking students their opinion of, for

example, Center System tuition and fees, the survey did seek some information

.

about the impact of costs by asking students to respond to the statement,."The

costs of books and supplies have been a real problem to me."' As Table 18

indicates, relatively few students expressed agreement with the statement on a

systemwide basis. Thus, 25 percent.of the students agreed that the costs of

books and supplies were a real problem; 67 percent did not agree and47 percent

were no sure.

An interesting aspect of students' responSe to the statement on the costs

of books and supplies is the response expressed by students at three Centers:

more than 90 percent of the students surveyed at UWC-Barron, UWC-Medford, and

UWC-Richland indicAted that the costs of books and supplies Were not a problem.

On the basis of family income data, it seems unlikely that sthdents at these

three Centers would have so little concern about costs. A possible source of

bias affecting responses to this statement may be the fact that students at

a Personal communication, Dean Marjorie E. Wallace

- 50
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ilable 18

Response to:' The costs of bCioks and supplies have been areal problem

to me.

Centers

Percentage Responding

Definitely
not or no Not sure 4 yes or yes' Total

Definitely

All (Ns1498)

Baraboo (N=130)

Barron (114)

Fonddu Lac (106)

\Fox Valley (92)

. Manitowoc (118)

Marathon (98)

Marinette (120)

Marshfield (106)

Medad (101)

Richland (89)

. Rock (93)

Sheboygan (113)

Washington (all)

Waukesha (167)

67 7 25 100

71 4 24 100

93 1 \ 100

68 9 23 100

63 6 31. '100

59 9 '32 100

56 .10 33 100

68 12 20 100

61 7 32. 100

93 3 4 100

91 0 .9 100

68 9 23 100

50 . 12 38 100

69 4 27 100

68 8 24 100

51
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these three 'enters had been told at the time the survey was in progress that

their Centers were in danger of being phased out by. the University because of

financial stringencies in the state. Is It possible that these studts over-

-reacted to the survey generally and attempted to show, in responding to the

questionnaire, that-their attitude about their Centers was positive wi

respect to almost every aspect of campUs fife, and that,"problems" for them,

including the costs of bocskCand supplies, just did not exist? Or' were costs,'

in fact, actually mihimal, so that they presented students.withno serious

problem?

Academic Program. A crucial question for faculty and administrators of
-

an educational institution is whether the institution's academic program has

Sufficient curricular depth and variety to serve students! needs. For a

to er-division institution such as the UWCS, whose mission focuses on the

tran fer of students at the end of two years to the upper-d vision of four-

year d gree programs, curricular scope and variety has special anirig.

The present survey sought opinions from enrolled. students i the Center

System about\the academic program they were being offered. Studen
-N

to respond to the statement, "The Center offers me enough variety of c

re,asked

urses to

meet my needs and interests." As Table 19-indicates, on a systemwide basis,

58 percent of the students agreed with, the statement, 30 percent disagreed, and

11 percent were not sure.

The survey also attempted to learn what'4tudents -were thinking about the
0 .

UWCS academic' program by asking them .to respond to the 'statement, 641 general,

I feel that my Center is doirig an excellent job in preparing me for further

college work." As indicated in Table 20, on a systemwide baSig, 70 percent of

52
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Table 19:

Response to: The Center offers me enough variety of courseS-to meet-

my needS,and interests,,',

Definitely
Centers not

Percentage -Responding

Definitely
yes or yes Total

\

or no Not sure .

All
\
(N*1498)

Baraboo (N=130)

30

31

11

6

58

62

r\ ,

i oft
,

1q9
N

100. ,

Barron\ (114) 26 8 .66 100
\ ,

Fond du Lac (106) 3.7 12- .51 100

Fox Valley (92) 22 13 64 100

Manitowoc (118) 35 13 52 109
,

Marathon (98) 27 11 61 ipo

Marinette (120) y 28, 12 60 100 \
Marshfield (106) 28 14

11

58 100
,,

I?

Medford (101) 22 , 10 67 \ 100'

Richland (89) 19 13 §7 100
(1.

Rock (93) 31 11 57 100

Sheboygan (113) 36 13 51 10Q

Washington (111) 36 10 N 54 100

Waukesha (107) 31 11 58 100

X
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Table 20
.\\

Response to: In general,--1 feel that my Ceh er is doing an excellent jbb
1.1

in preparing me f6r further collegeswork.
, .

Perdentage Responding

Definitely Definitely
Centers not or no

All (Ns1498)

'-Baraboo (N=130)

Barron (114) \\

8

10

7

Fond du Lac (1d6

Fox Valley (92)

'Manit woc (118)

//

Marathon (98),

A

Marinette (120)

r.

Marshfield (166) 7

Medfora\(101) 3

4
Richland. (B

Rock (93), ,i2

Sheboygan (113) \6

Washington (111) 9

Wagkesha (107) ld

NO1---S0±-6-`
.

.

y .01.s
1.

"Total

22.

15
V

4==,
70

75

100

100..

22 71 lop'

30 64 100

30 \66. 100

21 72 100

20 67 loo

20 37
sIG

loo

17 76 100

81 100

10 $4' '100
4

22 66 100

2g 66 100.

22 100

16 41. 100

a.9

54
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the students agreed with the statement,- 8 perCent disagreed and 22 percent

were not sure.

Goals and Decisions

StudentS''decisions,about college are usually influenced by a number of

factors, and the factors vary with each person. Decisions may be classified

as "pre-ollegeand "post-college." A pre-college decision, for example,

would-be the decision de in high school to attend a particular campus.' W..ly
N JJK

do students choose one campus over another? Underlying such decisions,* usually,"

.

are kStudent's goals: intellectual, philosophical,career. Goals usually,

deterMine one's choice of a fief study, Business, Education, Science.

Post-college decisions can be as difficult to make as pre - college d cisions.

,For students attending a lower-diVision institution, (such as the UWCS) a post-

college decision must be made about "transferring" to a four-year campuSupon4

completion of-the two-year prograM. Some studentS will decide to study for the

baccalaureate degree; others will go to a technical school; some will seek

employment; and some may remain, perhaps by choice, unemployed. Students in

the UWCS who decide to earn the baccalaureate degree at a four-year campus

must choose between one of the thirteen four year UW campuses or a private

four-year college or university in Wisconsin or elsewhere. Where do UWCS $tu-

den;ts go? These were some of the considerations' influencing the develOpment

of several questionnaire items in the present survey. Responses to,these items

are discussed in the next section.

ft

Pre-College 'Decisions. Many students who attend,the UWCS live in rural

areas of wisconsin at considerable distance from oneof the four-year campuses

of the University. Some Center System studentS,. in the .pest, have indicated.
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that they preferred-attending a Center in their own community rather than a

distant four-year [1W campus because it was less expensive to do so and because

4,.

they did ndiviish to be.thrust into the hectic and'often impersonal living of

the typical large four, -year campus. -To obtain information on this point,, the

present survey asked students to respond to the statement, "In variousways,

going to a Center made the change from high school to college easier for me."

As Table 21 indicates, 58 percent of the students on a systemwide basis agreed/
with the statempt, 8 percent disa%eed and 14 percent were not sure. Twenty

percent did not respond to the statement. The relatively large ',number of

JW

students not ,responding suggests that the statement was ambiguous and that

students found it difficult to respond to.

`

When a student inhigh,_,--achool decides to.attend a particular college,

that-decision is frequently the result of someone's influence. If colleges

could learn who such persons. are, they u1d design public information programs

to reach them and, in this way,'perhaps hal;e more success in recruiting students.

The present survey sought information from Center System students about hOW-they

might havebeen influenced in making their initial decision to attend .aCenter.

Thils students were asked to respond to the statement; "Who-or what first made

E.

/ you consider attending the Center in this community?" As -Table 22 indicates,

the-three responses that most students cited, in order of response, were:

. (1) A friend or relative other than a parent (31 percent); (2). A parent (28

percent); and (3) A Center'student (24 percent).

56
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Table 21

a,

Response to: In various ways, going.to a Center made the change from

high school to college easier for me.:

Centers

Percentage Responding

Definitely.
not or no Not sure

Definitely
yes. or yes

No

response Total

All (N=1198) 8 '14 58

Baraboo (N =130') 7 8 1 56

Barron (114)/

Fond du Lac (106) 8

4 10 77

21 55

Fox Valley (92) 4 N 15 . 47

.

gamitOwoc (118) 7 14 68.

Marathon (98) 10 22 54

,Marinette (120)

Marshfield (106) 12

Medford (101 -) 7
..0/-

8 67

8

19

69

47

Richland (89) 4 7 66

Rock (93) 8 . 15 56
. .

Siieboygan (113) 13 .20 50

Washington (111) .5

ile
55

.... . 1,

,Waukesha (107) 13 18 46

1

Percent
20

28

9

17

34

11

13

-21

22

18

22

22.

18

22

23

i0)

100a

1 0

10

100

100

100a

100

100

100

100a

100a

100a

100a

a

100

a
Pereents may not, add to totals because of rounding.
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Table 22

Response to: Who or what first.made you consider attending the Center

in this community?

Percentage Responding
(N=1498)

A person representing the Center? 15

High,sChool counselor? 15

High school teacher? 3

Parent? 28

A Center Student? 24

A friend or relati other than a pareW 31

A publication? (brOhure, catalog, etc.)

Newspaper article \

Radio program?\

Television progr m

Other:
Availability, closen to home, convenient 1 11

LoW cost

The student herself/himse

16

8

1

4

Miscellaneous

Total "Other"

4

30

58
11
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, Wisconsin, unlike some other states; has separate systeMs of past-sc.

state' - supported technical-vocational education, on the one hand, and ersity

liberal arts and science education, on the other.

The Wisconsin Vocational, Technical and Adult Education (VTAE) system,

which operates throulgh eighteen districts in the state, provides a broad

offering of prOgrams in trade and industry, businesS and distributive education,

health occupations, agricultural education and homemaking." Also,,tht VTAE

system offers twc-year associate degree programs designed to provide training

for the technician and mid-management levels of employment,

At the same time, the University of Wisconsin, through its, owh statewide

e .

systems, e.g., the fourteen Centers of the UKCenter System, and University

Extension,p vides educational programs in the liberal arts and Sciences as

well as numerous courses of study in professional and college-level technical

areas.

Students who graduate from high school in Wisconsin .have the.option of

pursuing further education at the University (at a Center in their Community

or at one of the four-year campuses), in the VTAE system,,or by attending a

private college.or university within the estate or elsewhere. For high school

8

students 14o may be considering going to .a UW Center in their community,.'the

VTAE educational programs may be an attractive alternative. (There has been a

marked cost differential favoring the VTAE system.) For this reason 'the

present survey attempted to obtain information from students enrolled in the

UWCS about their reasons for,finally deciding to attend a UW Center, that is,

opting for a college education in the liberal arts or sciences. Students weret°
pp

asked to respond/to the statement, "I decided to enroll at tte'Center rather
Q

in a technical or' vocational program el owhere because . ." As Table 23 indi-

cates, three reasons that most students gave, in order of preference, were:

(1) I planned to transfer to aefour-year college or university (5tpercent);:

5 9--
f.

4

z.
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(2) I want a well-r9upded education that can be applied in more than one are

of life (46 percent) and (3) Eventually, L hope to enter one Of the professions

%

(lawyer, doctor , Leacher, etc.) (41 pvrcont).

Finally, With respect to pre-college decisions, the survey sought informa-
. <

tion frOm students about the speCific reasons they had in deciding to attend a

particular Center. Students were asked to respond to the statement, "I decided
(

to go to this Center because I . *.s." As Table 24 indicates, four reasons

that most students gave, in order of preferende, were: (1) Knew it would cost

me less (68 percent); (2) Was able to. live at home, cutting out room and board

' fees (62 percent); (3 'Liked theidea of a small campits (51 percent) and (4)'

Wanted to be treated 1 ke an individual, not a number (31 percent). parenilY.,

most students Who responded tothisAtem had an economic basis for expiessing

. their preference, since costs appeared to be their Main concern.

Post-college Decisions. Examined in this section are students' goalsttheir

expectations about their major field of study, what they will do after leaving,

their Center, and, if they plan to attend a four-year-campus of the University
4

of Wisconsin, which one it will be:

0

The survey questionnaire offered students eight goals to choose from (see

Table 25). They were asked, "of the,following eight goals, please mark your most

important goal "1" and your second most important goal, "2". Table 25 presept1r.

C'S-Ciiants-'dholcsR, by Center ai4.goal (only first choices are included" in this. re-

port). Three goals were chosen, by many more .students' out of the eight that were

possible. In order of preference, they were:---(1) To acquire background for

further study in some professional or vholarly'field (31 percent); ( ) To decide

,,,
,

upon an occupation or careerand develop the necessary skills 129 percent);
a.

/4
(3) To broaden my .ntellectual interests and to acquire an appreciation/of ideas

(.21 percent).

a
Table 25,one of the computer-generated tables in this report, is explained
in "Explanatory Notes to Computer-generated Tablesi" page 50.
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Table 23

Response to: I decided to enrollat the Center rather than in a

technical or vocational progr'am elsewhere because

Percentage Responding v.
(N=1498)

-I felt that my job prospects would be better 27,

I want a well-rounded education that can be
applied in more than one area of life

EventuallTI hope to enter one of the professions
(lawyer, doctor, teacher, etc.)

I planned to nsfer:tqa fd.ur-year college or 57
university

46

41

Othek:
Center offered desired courses or programs

Miscellaneous reasons (7)

Total "Other"

tA

3

9

SI

A

6,
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Table 24

Response to: I decided to go to this Center because I

Percentage Responding
(N=1498)

Rad no other alternative if I wanted to go 19
to college

FoUnd,special\courses I particularly wanted to 17

study

Liked the idea of a 'small campus

Knew it would,cost me less.

51.

68

Didn't want to go to work in so oring job 17

Wanted to be treated, like individual/ not 31

a number

Was recommended to the Center ,by someone whose
opinion -I respect

Wanted to.bewith my friends who were going to A2
the Center

Was able to live at home, cutting out room and 62

board fees

Other:
Availability,

Miscellaneous

Total "Other"

qloseness to home/job, convenient

12

Sz
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Explanatory Notes to Computer-generated Tables

Some tables in this report have been photographically reproduced from

computer printouts. Here is an example:

t)

121.000 13.7500 77.000
nARARnn 11.A5 1..A5 p1.59

.

O 53.560 20.6000 152.440
BARRON 11.40 4.39 32.46

A 2 _1 k

Please note the following:

1. Each UW Center is identified by its location, e.g., Baraboo, and

Ls isted in the column at the left of the table.

2. Whenever a -set of two numbers appears, one above the other, as in

the e ample above, the upper mumber is an estimate of the number of students

at tha UW Center who would have responded if all students at that Center had

been surveyed. The digits to the right-of the decimal point may be' ignored;

the are due to the wei htin s stem em lo ed and are of no conse uence.

The lower number of the set of two numbers is:the percentage of students.

reaponding

3. Th bottom row of numbers of each table gives the systemwide average

percentage o response from all fourteen - Centers;, this row has.the word
.

"Total" print d to the lefeof it.

4. For a 1 the computer - generated tables, the number of students

surveyed, i. e., the sample or "N", is the same for each Center as indicated

in the typed tab es in this report.

5. The abbreviation "N.A." means "Not ascertained" or "No report."

63

41
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Table 25 '

Response to Of the following eight\goals, please mark your most importa
goal "1" and yOur second most iMporta\7t goal "2"*

t

1 To broaden my intellectual interests and to acquire an appreciation
of ideas

.2. To increase my appreciation of art, music and literatUre

3. To decide upon an occupation or career and develop the necessary skills (i

4. To increase my effectiveness in working with people and in getting along
with different kinds of people

5, To deveiOp mY knowledge and interest in community and world problems

6. To help'clarify,my moral and ethical :values

7 To acquire knowledge .andlattitudes basic to'marriage and a satisfying
'family life

T6ACquire background for urther study in some profession41 or
scholarly field

(Continued on next page)

*Data for second most important goals"2 are omitted.

6 ,

64
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Table 25 (continued)

Response to: Of the following eight goals, please mark your most imporLart
goal "1" ,

. . . . . . . .

.0411 0.0c.. 4-4401L 41401PC.
-_----___AL-....-1, A ?.- 4 3____A * *

4-.0,41- -11
S 4

4.44.
6

0444 C.44
7 * . 8 N.A. * TOTAL

121.000 13.750 77.000 41.250* .000 2.750* 11.000 74.250 1*.500* 357.500
8ARAR66 MG% 2.1.54_4 11.54 .00 .72 \ * 20.77 4 4.62 * 100.00...1.1W5. .3.08

1

10..._ ...

53.560 20.600* 152.440 49.440 12.369* 4.120 4.120. 156.560 16.480* 469.680
BARRON 11.40 4.39z 32.46 10.53 2.63 .88 .as '33.33 3.51 100.00

0 '.

* 4 4
* 117_75 )1,,75) ?537.+0 85-2501 21.258* 1*..500* 72501.2324.(10(1* 14.500t 768.500

FOND DU 17.92 2:83 33.02 8.49 2.83 1.89 .94 -19.19 1.89 100.00
CAC

270.940 .000* 157.320 61.180* 8.740* 26.220 8.740* 235.980 34 )60' f104.4-F1
Fox 31.70 .00 m.57 1.61 1:69 3.26 1.09 29:35 4.35 100.0u
VALLEY

AL ALA_U_3!AAAPAA ****
49.400 7.410 79.040 24.700 2.470* 7.410 .000* 108.680 12.350* 291.460

RANI- 16.95 2.54 .27,12 8.47 : .85 7.54 .00 37.29 4.24,* 109.00
TDmoC

104.859 9.499* 151.640 48.930 6.990 13.980* 20.970* 223.680 601900 685.020
MARATHON 15.31 1.02 36.73 7.14 1.02 7.04 3.06 32.65 1.02 100.00

' 78.960* 19.740* 90.240* 28.200 .000 8.460 8.460* 90.240 14.100* 338.400
MARI- ?3.33 26.67 2..50._ 2.50 26.67 4.11. 100.10._5.83
NETTE ,40

..110

76.000 1600'0* 108.000* 12.000 .000 4.000* 4.900* 164.000 2000046 424.000
MARSH- 17.92' 3.77 25.47 7.55 .00 .94 .94 38.68 4.72 10000
FIELD

40.600 44808 1...4804 2.8_1100.041 eakalf 141.400_4200
MEDFORD 44..71 2.97 31.6.8 '. 9990 .00 .99 .00 19.80 5.94 100.00

60.600 12.120* 66.660 24.240 3.030 .000* 6.060* 84.840* 12.1200 269.670
RICHL8ND 22.47 4.49 24.72 * 8.99 1.12 * 2.25_1 31.46 4.49 100,1111___...OIL

129.150* 30.750* 110.700 79.950* 6.150 .000 .000* 184.500 30.7504571.950
ROCK 22.58 5.38 19.35 13.98 ' 1.08 .00 .00 32.26 5.38 100.00

4 *
64.$410 14.976 /24.550 ac.astiv 4.1518 4.990* 14.970.-151469.01 4.140_563.830

SHE- 15.04 * 2.65 39.82 9.73 .88 .88 2.65 27:43 .88 100.00
80YGAN

47.080 12.840* 145.520 59.920 4.280* 17.120 4.280* 102.040° 21.400* 975.080
WASNIMrA- Q-411 AL 2.70 la = 0,1 4241 3.40 * .20 A.54 * 100.04

TON

44444144**xitiess4444.1t114
342.500 27.400* 452.100* 109.600* 13.700 41.100* .000* 465.800 13.700*1465.900

WAUKESHA 23.36 1.87 30.714. 7.4R .93 2.80 * .00 31.78 .93 100.00
.9

0

_ 1597.220° 200.520412213./60* 693.550* 84.400* 146.850 89.850112365.860* 227.24007626.509
TOTAL 20.94 ?.73 *. 29.'03 9.09 1.11 1.97. 1.18 31.02 2.98 100.00

6J
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Students were asked, "What do you expect your major field to be?" as a

follow-up to the qUestion on goals. As Table 26 indicates, three fields of

study virtually tied for first place in students' preferences: Business (14,

percent); Health services (13 percent); and Education (12 percent). Somewhat

behind these three fields was Behavioral Science (P percent). Of those reporting;

9 percent of the students indicated that they were undecided about the field in

o

which they expected to/major.

n an attempt to pinpoint students' plans after leaving their Centers, the

survey asked students to. respond to the Statement; "After I leave the Center I

most likely will . . ." As Table 27 indicates, almost three-quarters of the

students (73 percent) indicated that they would attend a University of,Wisconsin

four-year campus; 9 percent indicated that they would attend a trade, technical

or vocational school or college; almost the same percentage indiCated they would

attend an but-of-state college or university; and about

dicated either that they would look for a job or attend

university in Wisconsin..

the same percentage in-

a private college or
a

Finally, with respect to post-college decisions, the survey sought information

(I

from students planning to attend a University of Wisconsin four-year campue.as

to.which campus it would be. As Table 28 indicates, on a sy em.ide basis, 22

percent of the students planned to attend the Milwaukee campus, and 11.percent

planned to attend the campus in Oshkosh. 'Smaller numbers of students planned t

attend the other ten four-year campuses of the.University. Table ,28 presents

estimates of the number planning to attend the various campuses, as well as per-

centages, by Center and by four-year campus.

66
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Table 26
0

Response to: that do you expect your major field to be?

Fields of Study
14

Number
a

Percentb

Total
.., . .

Agriculture
Natural resources other than agriculture (ecology,

,7627

131

.J.00.0

1.7

I forestry, wildlife.manageMent) a . 298 3.9
Applied arts (photography, fashion, interior'design). . .. . 176 2.3
Fine arts (sculpture, th ater, music) 382 5.0
A chitecture 54 0.7
B siness(accounting, banking, marketing, secretarial,

, Hotel and restaurant services) ,

*
105.3: 13.8

COmmunication (broadcasting, journalism, public relations,
\\ advertising) .

, 268 3.5.
Be 4vioral sciences .(psychology, sociology, anthropology) . 558 ' 7.3

ial sciences (economics, - history, political science) . . 260 3.4
lic services (police science, public administration,

social welfarek'transportation, planning). . .,., . . . 283 3.7
ral arts and Humanities (languages, literature,
ethnic studies, philosophy).'! .. : .... - . . . 207 2.7

Biological sciences (biology, botany, physiology) 192 2.5
Physical sciences (chemistry.; physics, geology) . . . . 207 2.7
Mathematics, statistics 4.93. 1.2
Engineering

,'"
314' 4.1

Tec ology (data processing, engineering technology,
drafting, optics) ... .o p t i c s ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.

. . . . - . . . 93 '1.2
....

Trade and industry (auto mechanics, plumbing, carpentry,
machinist) 39 0.5

Health services (medical technician, nursing, physical
therapy,mbccupational therapy, speech therapy) . .-. . 977 12.8

Personal services (cosmetology, child care) . . .. .- . . 24 0.3
Home economics (clothing and textiles, dietetics,
. home Management) 100 1.3
EdUcation (elementary, secondary, college, special) . 901 11.8
Law and Pre -law . 15 0,2
Library science 8 0.1
Pre-veteritary science 15 0.2
No major -- just taking courses 23 0.3
Undecided 680 8.9

. Other El 0.1
No report .

.\,)
268 3.5

4,1

a
Estimates of the number of students responding if all students had -been
surveyed.

b
Percents may not add to totals because of rounding.

6.
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Response to: After I leave the Center I most likely will.

Not take any more college work,

Loo k fOr a job

/
Percent ge Responding

(N 1498)

Attend a private college or privatetniversity
.in Wisconsin

Enter: military service

Attend an out -of -state college or university

'Attend a trade, technical or vocational school
or college

4

7

. Attend a University of Wisconsin four -year campus 73.

Other:

fl

68
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Table 2s (continued)

Response to If you plan to'attend a Univeisity of Wisconsin four-year

campus, which one do you think it will bel 'Please specify which

fout-year campus.

O

a
MAD=UW -Madison, MIL=UW-Milwaukee, EAU=UW -Eau Claire, GRE=UW -Green Bay,
LAC=UW -La Crosse, OSH=OW -Oshkosh, PAR=UW-parkside, PLA=UW -Platteville,
_RIV=UW -River Falls, STE=UW-SteVens Point, STC=UW -Stout, SUP=UW -Superior,
WHI=UW-Whitewater.

bInappeopriate:
campus.

c
Not ascertained.

indicates studentsnot planning to attend a UW four-year

dEtimates of the number of students
at that Center had been surveyed.'

who Would have ralsgaded if all students
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Summary, Discussion and Implications

Who is t e typical University of Wisconin Center System student?

What does he or a think of the educational programs and services offered

by the Centers? Th se were the.general questions that governed this,ques....

tionnaire survey of 14.98 UW Center System students. Included in the sample

were students from all fourteen Centers located in various parts-of Wisconsin.

Seventy-two percent of those who received the ,questionnaire comPtet d it

and sent it back. Two follow-up mailings of the questionnairestosstudelts

Who had not Desponded to the first mailing, increased the number of questidh.:.

naires returned.

The questionnaire included items on student characteristics' (age, sex,

ffiarital status, living with parents or nut, employment, credit hours taken,

annual 4amily income, etc.); students' feelings about their Center (what

infl ce they feel they have, are they respeted, relations between students

and professors); needs and experiences (class'scheduling, registration,

library.resources, Counseling and guidance, job placement, college expense,

the academic program, etc.); and student goals and decisions.

The major findings of the study are summarized briefly below, followed

bya discussion of some implications. The reader is encouraged to refer to

the appropriate section 'for details of the findings.

/

Student Characteristics

.Studentg were almost'equally divided between me!' and women. The median

age was, 20 Single students outnumbered married students by almost 3 to 1,

, .

and 60 percent lived with their parents: AboUt two-thirds

of the students were employed, with 21 hours per week the median hours

worked. Almost two-thirds (62 percent) of the students did some kind of

clerical work or private household and service work. The median credit hours

71
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taken was 13. Students' median annual family income before taxes was

$ 13,068.

1

Feelings About the Institution

. There appeared to be some feeling among,students that they did not

have quite ehough voice in faculty and administrative decisions affecting,them;

however, the response was not sufficiently strong in this-direction to say it

was unambiguous. Students evidently were pleased with the way they were

treated as people, tha they were given respect and responsibility,' and they

also found the rules end regulations of the Center System easy to live with.

4) Students alsb a proved of the various activities and events at their

Centers, and 78 perOent felt that these activities, as well as their courses,

had contributed to/their personal growth. More than two-thirds of the students
ti

found.their professors' standards reasonable and that professors treated

them as individuals. Students were about equally divided, however, on whether

students and professor get together often-OutSide the classroom. More students

at Centers with smaller enrollments indiolated that they met their professors

outside the classroom than those students at Centers with larger enrollments,

suggesting that student-teacher inteftation is a fundtion of campus size:

One section of the questiohna e. was left open for voluntary comments about

the student's Center. More tha ne-third of the students (38 percent) chose

not to comment at all. Those who did comment had their comments rated as

"positive" (i.e., favorable),,"negative" (i.e., unfaVorable), "neutral", and

"mixed". Forty-two pecent of the comments were rated as positive; but be-

cause of the number who did not comment, inferences and conclusions based on

the responses would probably be misleading. However, a number of the comments
o

provide fresh insights about the Centers from studenits' perspectives.'

7 2

-Or
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Needs and Experiences

41/

More that seven out of ten Center System studentS who responded to the .

I survey agreed that classes at their Centers were scheduled at conve

times. This was also the feeling of most students who were employed part -time

and those students who were notmployed. However, students who were, employed

furl..time indicated somewhat less agreement that classes Were scheduled at

convenient times, 65 percent of them agreeing, 17 percent disagreeing, and

14.percent not sure.

The procezm of "registration" `that students must go through order co

enroll in a college has been criticized by students at some institutions.'
H

,Hywever, of the Center System students surveyed, more than 80 percent felt

that registration procedures,at their Centers were not burdensome.

There was not as much agreement about library resources. Asked whether

o .

library' resources at their Centers were helpful to them in their academic work,

P-

67 percent.of the students agreed that they were, 16 percent disagreed, and

17 percent were not sure. At four Centers more students evidently felt they

were receiving less help from library resources than students felt in the

Center System as a whole:

More than 70 percent of the students felt that they were able to get

help at their Centers in choosing courses and a program of study. However,

r
with respect to job placement in their communities for part time or temporary

c(t4

work, relatively few students indicated. that they had beell able to get help.

from their Center. Thus, although three-quarters of the students surveyed

did not respond to the item on jo4,placement, of those who did, 46 percent

did not feel they had had help, 22 percent indidated that they had, and 32

ercent were not sure.

One-quarter of the students surveyed thought that the costs of books

\°7
d supplies-had been a real problem tothem, while two-thirds did not

73
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Whether Centers are offering enough variety of coUrses to net students'

needs and interests was a question which students were divided on. Although

more than half of-the S. dents surveyed felt that the variety of courses was

4
sufficient, 30 percent did tot. (It is possible that some Centers, because

of the adverse effects of Univ: sity,fis
Nc,

cal retrenchment during 1974 and 1975,

may have had some difficulty Main ining:curricular,depth and variety in

their'courses sufficient to satisfy e diverse needs of all students.) When

students were asked whether they felt t

in preparing them for further college work,

the Centers were doing d good job

percent agreed that they_mere,

8 percent diaagreed, and 22 percent wer sure.

Goals and Decisions

The types- of decisions that student make about 'college-Can be clasSified

as "pre-college" or "post-college." So-called pre-college decisions addressed

by the survey ihcluded: a possible rationale students might have had in de-

ciding to attend a Center rather than a larger campus (e.g., that the Center

made the transition from high school, to college easier); in deciding which

college to attend, who or what had,the ;nest influence on.the student; why did

studbnts
)1
decide to attend a University of Wisconsin Center rather theida

technical-vocational institution; and specific reasons students had for attending

a UW Ctnter

I

More than half of lehd- students surveyed (58 percent) thought that attend-.

4ng a Center had made the transition for them from high school to college

easier. Students indicated,that a friend or relative other than a parent had
0.%

had the most influence upon their decision#to attend a Center, With the influence

of a parent or a Center student almost asiMportant.- Asked why they had decided

to attend a Center rather than a technical-vocational institution, students gave

the following reasons, in order of preference: planned to transfer to a four.

cyear college or.university; wanteda well- roundel education thA can be applied

7 4 i
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, in more than one area orlife; and, eventually, hoped to enter one of tl,e

professions. Asked to identify specific reasons they had for going to a

Center, students, by their choices, *plied that costs figured importantly

in their decision as well as the opportunity for more interpersonal contacts

at smaller campuses. Thus, four reasons they selected for attending a Center,

in order of preference, were knew it would cost me less; able to live at

home, cutting out room and bbakid fees; liked the idea of a small campus; and

wanted, to be treated like an individual, not a number.

SO called "post-college" decisions addressed by the survey included:

students' expectations about their Majoi field of study;'their plans a er

-leaving a Center; and, if planning to transfer to a four-year ca us of the

University of Wisconsin, which one they thought it would be. The three fieldg

that most students expected to major in, in order of preference, were:

Business, Health Services, and Education. Somewhat behind these was Behavioral

4K
Science. Almost three-quarters (73 percent) of the studs indicated that

o

they would transfer.; at the end of two years at-a Center, to a four-year

campus of the University of Wisconsin. The three four-year campuses which

most Center System students planned to attend, in order of preference, were

,1UW-Madison, 411K-Milwaukee, and UW-Oshkosh.

,The survey asked students to indicate their goals with respect to education.

(The survey questionnaire offered eight goals to choose from.) The three goals

that most students selected, in order of preference, were oacquite back -

ground'for further study in some professional or scholatly field; to decide

upon an occupation or career and develop the necessary skills; and to broaden

my intelledtdal interests and to-acquire an pppreCiatclon of ideas.
4

Implications

Bayer'(1975) has argued that, "Sound administrative decision-making in

higher education requires thorough sociological knowledge of a college's

7 5'



-63-

environmental characteristics -- its structure, practices, and personnel --

and f.their impact on the stuAnts' grOWth and developmeAt. Such knowledge
1 .

, ,
,,e

,is particularly essential to the forMUlation of educational policy and the

eStablilhing\of new programs- But rarely hae educational decisions been

.grounded in e irical data and systematictAnalyseS; rather, they are usually

based on economi constraints, political pressure, tradition, folklore, and
ro

I d

anecdotal- information- (page 550)."

The present survey was an attemptcy the UW Cep ter System to obtain

knowledge o

analysis.of

'first step

students' gr

aspects of t

portant.to r

and objectiv

as well as hi

ground and pe

sociological

focus not onl

structure (e.

As a sta

considerable

:variety of st

cently'into w

various college environmental characte istics through a systematic
\.

tudent opini n. Although the survey y be viewed as animportant

obtains information about the im act of the Centers on

wth and develop lent, useful tO some extant in imptoving certain

\

e Center System'seducational'Program an services', it is 4111-
n \

Cognize the limitations,of st ent opini n in terms of reliability

ty. Clearly, " . he student's petc tions of his nvironment,

back-

is reason,

hould,

s subsequent performance depend to a large extent on h
\

sdnal characteristics (Bayer,' 1975, page\551)." For t

research " . . . on college impact and college climate

y on the students but also on

institutional type; size,

tewide collegiate institution,

diversity in terms of size, lo

he,' faculty and on the institutional

Control) (BAYer, 1975, pane 563)."

the UWCS is Characterize

cation, campu

by

communitie, and

dents. (The campuses, or Centers,.were meged by law Only re-
,

at is now the entity called the "Center SyS\tem".) This system

\

de University of Wisconsin System

s and reputatiOn from that System.,

. is now An int gral componene.ofthe $tatew

and inevitabl, derives most of its resource

However,'beca se of its diversity, lessee's

'(two -year pro ram leading to the associate

ize, limited educational mission

degree), and other faCtors; the

C-
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Center System y be considered still to be in a developmental stage. As

a developing ins itution, its need for so iological research, exemplified

-by the present surry,'would appear to be e en stronger than if it were an

older, more establi hed institution which ha already reached a Plateau.

Research could-be, inv luable in sYStelTiWide and campus administrative decision-

making; in stimulating institutional innovation; in achieving greater unity

of purpose; and,. above 1" in improving concern 'for the individual student.

77
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Appendix A

Technical Notes

Sampling Plan
o

In the fall of 1974 the UWCS enrolled a total of 8057 students. After

withdrawals, enrollment dropped to 7627. These students were distributed

4

over fourteen Centers, with the smallest-enrollment (141) at the Medford

Center and the largest (1466) at the Waukesha a er. Average enrollment

for the fourteen Centers was 545.

The survey population was the ent

UWCS,-after*withdrawals. Subpopul

of the fourteen Centers. To ens

the population, a variable sampling ratio was used. Thus,-edequate represent-

group of enrolled studentS in the

ions of interest were students at each
.

.

representativeness of small Centers within

ation'of small Centers within the tabular listings of Centersnecessitated------------

the inclusion of all available' students, in the case'of the Medford Center,

whereas larger Centers did not.need to be so heavily sampled to yield reliable

statistics. Accordingly, as Center-size increased, a decreasing percent of

students were included in the sample (Table 29). In other words, the Centers

were sampled disproportionately.
0.

- The formula used to obtain a.sample for each, Center large enaugh to

yield 100 or more returned questionnaires was,

,
E = sample

, SI

where E = enrollment of a Center, and SI = the sampling°interval. Fdr;example,

at Medford Center, with 141 enrolled students,°the sampling interval ues lc

Thus, every student at Medford was sent .a questionnaire in ant cipatibn thet

at least 100 questi'onAsires would,be returned. As It turned ott, 101 question

naires were actually returned from the Medford Center.. At Rock COunty Cent .2r,

with 572 enrolled students, the sampling interval was 4, and the sample deriired-1-

; ;
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Table 29

Sampling Scheme of 1975 UWCS at Opinion Survey

Center

Fall; 197
enroll- I

ment
Sampling
,interval 'Sample.

Medford

t Richland

141

p0

1 141

135'

Manitowoc 292 2 146
.,

Marinette 338 gr'N. 2 169

Bardhoo 358 2 179

Marshfield 424_ .141

Barron 470 156

-Washington 475 158

Sheboygan 564, 4 141

Rock 572 4 143

Marathon 685 5 137

pond du Lac
9

768 5 153

Fox Valley 804 134

Waukesha 1466 10 147

Totals 7627 2080

8

r,



-69-

was 143. The response rate for the Rock COunty Center 65 per ent, and

th4 number of questionnaires returned was less than 100, '.e., 93. Four.

Centers hadslightly lower, response rate'6- than tlip rest: Fox-Valley, Marathon,

Richland,..and Rock. Each of these Centers returned less than gilestionnait004:

while the other ten Centers returned more than ,Ito questionnaires each.

The sampling frame of the survey was the list of names of enrolled s udents

who had registered for the,lall, 1974y4emester, less those who AthdieWprior

to the sampling of the list: The list,:ma ained by the UWCS -ntral office

in the form of a computer4ile on magnetic e was ran y sampled using

a computer-actuate6 randomgenerapor. In this way a tal sample of -2080 names,
.

ffi printedon address labels, was produced; this sample represented 27 percent of

the toial survey population, i.e., the total fall, 1974, UWCS enrollment after.
1.

withdrawals. Sample sizes for the fourteen Centers ranged from 134 to 179,

and it was anticipated that these samples would yield approXimately 100 returned

valid questionnaires per Center.

a.

The Questionnaire

The rationale used in developing the
10

:questions:

1. What information co

and their Center that

estionnaire, was by three

students. at a Center provide aboutthemselves

t bestinterpret that Center to,prospective students?

-

2. What infortation 'could students at each Center provide about themselves

and their Center that would be useful to faculty and administrators

Center for planning and,possibly, revising educational programs and services?

3. ,What information could students at each Center and in the Center

System as a whole provide about them elves and all Centers thattwould be useful

to the Center System's central' administration for plannitng and, possibly, re-
f,

vising systemwide eduCational policies, programs and Services?

82
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The questionnaire's items, guided by the above considerations, werr

written by members of the central administration staff of the Center System

with inputs from the fourteen deans. Some items were adaptations (as was

indicated earlier) of those used by pres vious investigators. The questionnaire
0

went through a numbeeof revisions. Before printing it was tested with six

students, three male and three female, at the Baraboo/Sauk County Center.

Analysis bfj the results of this test revealed no misuhderstanding by the stu,

derlts of the questions orof-the in'strungat's response format.

.

The questionnaire was printed on white paper in booklet form,-\and its

size was reduipto seveh.by nine inches as a strategem to increase the re,

-spbnse rate, an idea supported by previous research. The first pAge of the

IS6
booklet was a letter to students from the ChancPllar.of the Center Sys em

4

explaining the reasons for the survey. The letter.also explained that theI.
ir

survey was confidential, that respondents would not be identified, and that

ALthe reply envelopes had been n = ed only.to tell the researchws whether a

student had returned&a.questionpaire, so thAt he or she would notbe sent,a

second one in subsequent mailings.

The queseitannAire was divided into sections with the folloWing headings:

o How you feel about your Center, (18 quest n y

o Decisionsyou made about going to a Center. (2 questions)

o Your plans and goals. ,4 questions)

o About you . . . for statistical purposes only, would yob 'tell-Us

1

somethingabout yourself.; (14 questions)
.a

#
o LaSbibut not least! Ara there any'coMmentt or f rther descriptions

'
,

.

. 10
of your center (favorable or unfavorable) that you would-like to offer?

Can you think of a brief,statement that captures the uniqueness or
o

- flAr)Rf your Cente (1 question)

4
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Thus, the questionnaire contained a total of,39 questions, fourteen

of which sought demographic, employment, and enrollment data, and twenty-

five that sought opinions on various aspects of the college environment.

The sample of students, to whom the questionnaires were sent was repre-
ce.

sented by a computer-generated list of names and pets of address labels.
6

1

Students who returned questionnaires after the first Ahiling were identified

by a code number on the reply envelope, were checket off t ist and not

ltnt another questionnaire. Students on the list who had riot returned aI,
questionnaire, were sent questionnaires in the second and third follow-up

mailings with a reminder note from the Chancellor (see Appendix C)

. .-
cent to7 high of 86..0 percent. The three Centers having the 'highest response.

Response Rates

The 39-item que'S ionnaire, developed along the lines mentioned earlier,

.. wad first mailed tops dents' hOmes on April 15, 1975. Two follow-up ,mailings

on May 6, 1975; and May 23, 1975, increased-the number of returns. A total of

3957'questionnaires were sent in three mailings. The closeout date for the

data collection phase of the survey was July 10, 1975; questionnaires received

after that date were not counted or used in the analysis.

. The survey yielded an, overall response rate of 72 percent of the total

sample. Response rates .for individual Centers ranged frot i low of 65.0 per-
.

rates were: Manitowoc (80.8); Sheboygan (80.1); and Marshfield'(75.2); the

-N
.

three Centers leaving the lowest response rates were Rock County (65.014 Richland
,- .# ,---

-

''''
,- 4 .

,,.

(65.9); and Fox Valley (68.6). Of 2080 individuals in the total Sample, 582

I

did nOt respond to.the survey, usable eresultipl in a total of 1498 uable rsponses-
-14k qt

"ftom members ipf the sample (see Table 30).

, .
P

-Since the various Centers in the sample were not equally represented, it

was, necessary to assign differential weights to achieve the statistics presented
*84
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Table 30 .

Population, Sample, and Response Rates
of 1975 UWCS Student Opinion Suraiey

-Fall, 1974 Survey Sample
enrolV
.m nt

a

N

Total
sample

N

Total .

Centers

7627'. .2080

Baraboo 358 179
Barron 470 156
Fond du.-Lac 768 153
Fox Valley 804 134
Manitowoc 292 ( 146
Marathon 685 '137

Marinette 338 .169

Marshfield 424 141

Medford ,141 141

Richland 270 135
Rock 572 143'

Sheboygan 564 141
Washington 475 158
Waukesha 1466 147

b
Non- - Resporve

. Response response rate
(..

.

N N (percent)

1498 .582 72.0

130 49 72.6
114 42 73.0
106 47 69.3
92 42 68.6'

A 118 2'8 80:8
98 39 71.5,-

120 49 71.0
106 35 "- 75.2
101 40 71.6
89 46 65.9
93 50 65:0

4, 113 28 , 80.1
111 47 70.3
107 40 '72.8

a
After withd- rawals.

b
Includes (1) those to whom questionnaires were mai d. and not fetur d;

. ,.*

(2) those who indicated their reluctance to pa ti pate in the surve ; and
(3) those whose questionnaires were r turned 1: r than July 10, 197 , the
closeout date of the data collec he survey.
c
The .rdsponse rates are icalculat

et

- sJ
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in this'report which are estimates of total population, i.e,, each response

was weighted so that the statistics represent, as nearly as posgib/e, the

results which would have been obtained-if the, entire population had been

surveyed. Weights, adjusted.for non-responses, 'were obtained by dividrnig

the number of students enrolled at each Center by the number of questionnaires

that were used in the data analysis; i.e., the usabl "responses.

Vk

Statistical Analysis

Analysis of the data in this report has no gone beyond-simple percentage

tables. 'Comparisons, for example, between tte respoTe of oneCentek'to a

0questionnaire item and the systemwide averag response of all Centers to the

same item have not been made. 'Stich compar ons involve rai.h.! r complex statis-,

.tical technique and can be made by those readers-who are interested. Note
o'N

that to test'differences between Centerh chi-square, the individual sig-
n

nificance level should be adjusted so as to give an overall errorirate for each

question'ofog ,05. That is, chi-square, to achieve signiXicance, should ex-

ceed 11.25.

Data Collection:and Data Processing -

A rebord was kept\of the number of questionnaires' returned the dates

they were received and the number returned but not illedrout. There were

a total of 1498 questionnaires finally used in the data analysis. Data `from ,

them was key-punched onto computer data cards after the questionnaires had been

coded and edited.

a
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-66111,.!_ .4.2..52 4'0.0/ * 1i.50 8'03 8.33 9.17 4.... 10.00 2.50 1.67 1006100NETTE ,
..., .

P. 4

\ 1 0

' I.VI '044 ******** 0.4,00.4,0e
8.000 0 200:000 880006 28.000 411.000 32.000 20.000 am, 424.000

--,

:gel':
MANS14, 1.89 . 47.17 20.41, 6.60 11.32 7.55 4.72 .' .00 100.00

4
N

.464111,0400, ******* 0.000M
'AP . .900 60,200 22.400 14.000 14.000 15.400 5.600° 8.400 1.400.141.400mrnFoon '.on 4!.57'4, 15.84 9.9ft 9.1 10.89 3.96 5.94 .499 100.00

4,
..4 ****** 0.41999..0990 ****** 49.0

b 1.010' 106.0509 48.41.10 42.420. 18.180 18.180 15.15-0 18.180 .000* 269.670
_RI.C."1.64p0. 1.12 39.13 1 17.9e 15.73 6.74 6.74 5.62 _ _ 6414 .ci ' 101ABA

-1"
_ .

4.....4
.000 184.500 79.950* 1n4.550 . 49.200 92.250 55.30 6.150! .000° 571.950j, ROCK .00 32.26 13:98 18.28 * ' 8.60 16.13 9.68 1.08 .00 100 00

L ;

** i.

19.960 239:5204 114..7/11 79.040 39.920* 44.910 24.950* .000 .0000 563 070.58E- 3,154 42.48 20.35'.. 14.16 7.08 7.96 4.4? .00 '..Ap 100 00ADTGAN " a

,

0.. '
^ z

0N
el S *+

7.120.,205.440. 111.280 18.520 42.800*
1

14.240 12.840 .000 12'48400 475.000
',111581016 -.1' 326.0- 11-' 41:3.14* 21.42 , 8.11 9.01 J.21 * 2.70 .00 2..70 100.00TON ,4---- ,

. . -s.

4. . 8 4****6 V!?
-. . .7..

.? q21.400. 671,3op ?68.3ono' 95.900* 82.200* 178.1000 123.1000 27.400° .00001465.9008-4U8ES44., 1.87 45.79 17.76 6.54 5.61. 12.15 1141 V 1.87 .00. 100.004 A

8 kli84004
s .-, . 5 125.0004331o.oaa1428.92o 736.72046 611.t50 71415404 494.15010 125.080TOTAL ' 1.64 43.40' 18.74 9.66 8.02 9.37 6.48 1.64. ,

.

.

I

88.

4*i
00.100407026.109
1.05 100.00

1,
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Table 33

-77.-

Respons Co: Are you now employed?
Full-ti ) a Part-time ( ) 2

FULL'''. RANT- NOT °
- _ UNE Lt4P-LOYLat N.1. TOTAL

Not en6lOyed ( )v3

68.750* 145.7500 13.2.000* 11.000* 357.500
BARAROn 10-PA 0. 100.00.

_AP 10**AttltitlittPA ** ** 71
49.440* 201.880* 214 240 4.120* 469.680

BARRON 10.53 42.90/ 5 61 .88 100.00

292.2541._,282.7.54., ___.444*- 168.504
.FOND DU 24.53 38.68 36.79. .00- 100.00

LAC

-201.020* 305.900* 279.680 17480* 804.080
FON ..,pc_nn 3801c* 4.70 *
VALLEY

_12.4.2AAAJLAAJLARIL,211.,444.4_44-4144.2.11A2.4112*illt tAfrill.44t

12.350* 185.250 86.450 7.410* 291.460
MANI* 4.24 .63.56 29.66 .2.54 100.00

14,8901._689nan
MARATHONi 15.31 50.00 33.64 1.112 030.00

67.6801 116.640* 118.440* 5.640 156.400
1.11.8.E1 pn,no ., 4401 35.00 :Lai* 100.110
NETTE

I

64.00040 164.000* 1 6.000 .000 '424.000
MARSH- 15.09 3R.68 6.23 .00 ' 100.00
FIELD

28.000 35.000 141.4.88
MEDFORO 19.80 24,75 53.47 1.98 100.00

3.9.390* 127.260 93.-930 9.090.269.670
3.37 100.011

14,
172.200* 221.550 4172.200 .000* 571.950

ROCK 30.14 30.744.* 31).11 .00 100.00

I

110.760* 230-4 78* 194.610 9.980* 583-870
SHE- 21.24 42.4 34.51 1.77 100.10

\BOYGAN

72.760* 222.560* 179.764 .000* 4711.080

TON

232.900.808 300* 424.700* '000 *146549410
W1UXES44A 15.449 $5.14 28.97 404 lop.ov

--8162
TOTAL 18.64 5.23 35.15

,

TOO
I.

.08 '110.00

P

a.

a
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,
spon e tot If employed Part-time or 1-time, please specify Lhe nttillb 1

ot1re per week that 'you ustrally work.

: . oveR 3o 7fi41".""t43.- t l
Ao.. we .- .

//was ..,* . . .
_41,5,1 1_,4,5,._.141j, du..14.2.0i 1.2,1.3.0) le .HOURS * 4.61.4P N.A. * :TOTAL

.
A 13.750* 16.500* 79.75040 24.790+- 63.250* 132.00040 27.50040 357.500

JaAJIALLOO-L 3.As * 62-A- lawa2,-A. 17.69 * 36.92 * 7.69 A140.00I itilLILLIAAAAltittitititAtA
16.480* 41.200* 61.800* 57.680* °49.440* 214.24040r 28.1140* 4691680.

BARRON 1.51 8.77 13.16 12.28 10.S3 45.61 461 6.14 100.00

,..EGNO,DU
LAC

-actaL IL.cao uN2.2c0* 82.11.01111 203.000* 282.750*
.00 1.89 19.81 11.32 it 26.42 i 36.74

.00040 34.96040 174.8000 69.920* 209.76040 279.680*
FOX 4.15 21./A t .0.20 26.09 34.78 1,

VALLEY

7.410* 12.350* 93.40* 94..340* 14.820*
2.54 4.24 32.20 18.64 5.118

24.000* 768.500
. 3.77 100.00

34.96040 804.0S0
4.35 *0100.0J

* *** . * :0..4
86.45 22.23040 291.460
29.66 7.63 100..00.

%
11.9801, 111.840* clo.Alo 10.4-asol 104.850* 230.670* 27.96040 6115.020

MARATHON* 2.04 16.33 it 13.27 * 15.31 19.31 33.67 4.09 100.00

5.640* 14.100* 78.960* 42.300* 59.220* 118.440*
1.67 A_._11_ 21.33 * 12.5.0,1! 17.5A 35.ao

a * * ./.
'4.000*
.94MARSH-

FIELD

MEDFORD

32.000* 76.000* 44:000* 64.000 196.000*
7.55,,* 17.92 V.38 15.09 46.23

00.4 2.800* ...1.±.000W 0.41101 2.9e40.101 0to A' 9.100fr1414001

.99 1.98 9.90 5.94 h".79 *- 53.47". 6.93 100.00

#
V9.7440* 338.400
5:83 10.0.00

11.1t4it*t******
8.000* 424.000
1.89 loo.00

RIC LAND*
3.030* 24.240* 63.630* 24.240* 45.450* 93.930* 15.15040 26:4:.670 .

1.12 8.94 23.60 * 8.99 16.aa . 34.32 5..62. loo.o0

12.300* 12.360* 116.8500 674.6750* 159.900* 172.200* 30.75A+ 571.951
2.15 2.15 21443 .11.83 27.96 30.11 5.18 100.00

es

4-990A 'q-g^^° 124.7900 2.9..8.4.0t 114.1104 ,194....6101t 26.950* 563.870
SHE-
YGAN

TON

.8A 9.54 22.12'. 14.16 ,20.35,0 34.51 46,' K.42 100.00
/

es

11'4!' ,000* 2 .680* 119.840* 72.7 * 59.920+ 179.760.1 17.120* 4,40080
4._1_1_,L. 29.21 w ft 12.61 37.a4 * . 3.60.* 1 00

wAUKESme

tttott2.11ttwit****
7 4004 191.800414,93.6
.67 13.08 26..1

tont.; 1.49

00t.tit*tit. ****** tr.** ***** itttl***t**************
0.0 178.100+,246.600* 424.700* 13.700+1465.900
* 12.19 16.82 it 28.97 .93 100.00

4.23-01610.4600 915.830411424.16026811,030* 309.700*76216.509'
7:174 21.39 12.0j 18.41,,* 35.15 °A 14.06 4.00400

a
g

44,:t,



Table 35

Response to: In what type Of4pusiness, industry or s rvice is your
company or employer engaged?

t
MGR. CLERICAL PRIVATE kur

.* PROF... OFF. AND q9AFTMENOPEMA - MOOSMLO 411400)10)
'.p.LE.CM. FARMER PROP. AKINORED SALES FOREMEN 1ME *SERVICE 4141.1* -N.A. TOTAL

22.000 2.7504 35.750 49.500 .000 13.750
--830380. S 6.15. .77 10.00.! 13.85 * -.00 1.8S *

20.600 4.1P0 16.400* 32.960*
BARRON 4.39 .HA " '13.51 7.0?

19.250 57.750* 132.000 24.t50 357.50
5.138 16015 34.02 4.92 JD 100.04.

4 "AMP
.000 4:120* 140.080* 214.240 28.840 46948
.00 1.75 788 29.82 45.61 6.14 41 100.00

8.240

q -250 .aao 5a.7.5.04 423.253. 7..2500 1.450* 43.500* 131.7500 282.750* 21.750 -768.040FOND DU 12.26 .00 6.60 16.04 .94 .94 5.48 17.92 36.79 2.83 104.00LAC - 0 -

o

52.440 .000 96.140* 1'19.840 52.440
_ 7.011. _* 652 .oa 1496 * 17.39 6.52

VALLEY. .

*1_1001 P
. 7.410 000 140320 19.520* 17.290 2.47041 9 80 83.980* e6.450. 29.640* 291.460MANI- ?.54 .00 5.08. 13.56 .5.93 .85 3.39 28.81 29.66 10.17 100.00TOWN:
o

.000 26.220° 122.360, 279.680 34:960 804.000

.00 3.24.0 15.22 34.78 " 4.35 100.00

- 40-910 .000* 27.9600 146.790 27.9 6.9900 .20.970 132.810! 220.670* 41.940, 6115080MARATHON 7.14'* .00 * 4.0M 21.43 4 .8 1.02 3.06 19.39 33.67 6.12 '100.00

'25.300*
_..11-6I1.1 7...5.1L

NETTE&

o

. 000 2.820 .660 106.920 8.460* 16.920 95.880, 118.440

.00 L.113 10.83 5.00 2.58 5.00 :28.33 35.00

' 24.000*
MARSH-. q 5.66
FIELD

8.000.
1.49!

14.000* 4-4,000.0 .000*
.3.77 t 10.38 . .A3

2-.3.011
mEnFoila 1.98

%fop
. 99 3.9646

1.2.67/0
8.9,

8.000*
1.89

16.920* 338.400
5.00 100.00

******* 11*******
12.000* 96.000* 196.000 8.000. 424.000
2:83 22./ 64 46.23 1.69 '100.00

-g-
4.200° 2.800 12.600 18.200 75;.60
2,.97 1.98

4
11.91 14.87 53.47

! " - . / ..,.-..4b
39.390 .0004 6.060 42.420* 9.090 9.090 6.060 '39.390 93.930 24.2460,269.67-al.Chi_LANO 14g01 ..0.0 f. 2.25 5.73 3.37 * 3.37 .2.25. 146,61.11_,_344113.6_ _41699.,-10.14.0.0-.

I

5.600, 141.400
3.96 100.00

455.350 .000 24.600 d .250* 12.300* 12.300 30.750* 153.750. 172.200 18.450* 571.950ROCK 9.60 .00 4.30 6.13 '2.15 2.15 5.38 26.88 30.11 3.23 100.00

_._r ),

-_ 29.9-4.0! 4...940* 2 an', 74.850* 19.960 '29.940* 1.9.910* 129.1-4.0* 194.610* 2495.011-563.1174-
SHE.. 5.31 .66 6.19 13.27 3.54 5.31 3.54 23.01 34.51 .4.42.* 100.0040TOAN

A

- - :-..'
--- .A -

*
34.240 .000* 17.120 64.200 2.960+ .000. 17.12041 107.000* 179.760 25.680* 475.060

V.A.5818fir 1:21 .00 1.60 11.51 6.31 '.40 3.60 22.52 - 32.64 5.41.. 1.0000TON -

/.6
v

.1,RP * kW
68.500 .000* 82.206* 212.900

------_
WAUKESHA 4.6t -..00 5.61 415.89

******A
82.200 213400 54.800** 452.10011 434.700. 41:100.1-465.900
5.61 1}0 3.74 30.84. 20.97 2.80, 100.00

525.210 21.)60 431.21aelf11.74alb 291.570* 146.690* 294..1541765.i940.65.1.430 -346.82017626.5691
,

TOTAL 6.89 * .2A 4).65 14.84 3.82-4 ' 1.79 Q6 23.17 35.15' 4.k5 * 100.00

9 2 't
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Table 36 .

Response to: When do you have your classes? Mot,tly mornings; Mos' ' .c...1-

noons; MoStly evenings; Mostly days and evenings. ,

mORNINGSmORNI SAFTNOONS
AFTER- OATS AND. AND AND AND

AmORtataS1740N.S. 0...vENINO5*EvEALINGSAFTNOONSEvENI 5EVENIA145 N.A. A TOTAL

132.000 96.250 52.250 11.000 46.750 2.750 13.750* 357.500
16_92 J. 26 c12_11_ 3-aa 1.304. .77. .77 w .3.85. 100.04PARA

411. t A
292.520 49.440 132.960 20.600 45.320

BARRON 62.28 10.53 1 7.02 4.39 9.65
.000 .000 28.840* 469.680
.00 .00 6.14 100.00

ih ...

198 .750 05.2%0 1543,500 lim.750* zg-o 7.254 1.250 21.750* 768.500
FOND DU'. 51.89 8449 20.79 110.38 , 3.77 .94 .94 2.83 100.00

LAC

244.720 69.920. 209.760e 148.580. 78.660 .000 8.740 43.7004, 80 .rif-
Fox 10.43 8.70 26.09 ia.Aa 9,..7.8 .00 1%09 5.43 100.00

VALLE),

_ _ .r
138.320 71.630w- 4.940. 12.350 54.340 2.470

MANI- i 47.46 24.58' 1.69 4.24 18.64 .85
'Mint

12R-S1a 119.800 48.9311 97.0h0
MARATHON 41.96 20.41 4.011 7.14 14.49 *

r

6.990
1.02

000
. 00

# *
7.410 291.460
2.54 100.00

f
6.990 _ 27.960* 685.020
1.02 '4.08* ipoolo

MART -
NETTE

141.000 53.580 39.480. 62.040! 19.740 5.640 2.820 14.100* 338.400
41.67 15.83 11 67 5..8.3 1.h/ ...all Call loa.oa _

184.000 780.000 24.000 16.000 80.000
MARSH- 43.40 23.58 5.66 3.77 18.87
FIELD

.000 .0008- 20.000* 424.000

.00 .00 4.72 100.00

17*

40.600 29.400 23.800 ?5.200 15...408 _ _Lan*, Imp 442211 141.400°
MEDFORD 028.71 20.79 16.83 17.8? 10.89 '1.98 .00 2.97 10848

4

145.44 27.270 1-e.180 24.240 16.360 3.030 4000,1 15.150* 269.670
RICHLAND 53.93 10.11 6,74 8.99 13..48 1.12 .0.0 5.62 104..18_

_

184.900 104.(950* 159900 49.200 61.500 .000 6.150 ¢. 50. 571.950
-ROCK 32.26 18.28 27.96 8.60 10.75 .00 1.08 r.op 100.00

3 l3711* 10a,-/suit_ ,39..,423 41..938 9..880 0.40 .004 9.940*-563.874,
SHE- 55.75 18.58 7.08 6.19 110.62 .80 .00 1.77 100.00,

BOYGAN

I

239.68Q 81.320 42.'800 29.960
wAsHTN4- 17_12 9.4.1_ 6.31

TON -T-

a 11. AAA # ARA**
726.100* 260.300* 164.400 54.800 219.200 13.700

WAUKESHA 49.53 417.76 11.21 1.74 14.95 %93

72.760 .000' .080 8.560* 475.080
15..12 1)' .40 *. .40.*. 4-84_ e. 144.40-

:00

a

0 °
*it** *********

2r.4001465.900
1.87 100.00

1

.
4

, ,

loa vb.*
351.8.91n*17512s08 999-ms0..417.580P 916.270 4_4630w 3*. 708-11 248.95811.626.548

TOTAL 46.03 16.44 19.11,, 8.10 12.02 .59 .49 3.26 100.00
')

93
4a.

O.



Table 37
tResponse to: Far how many credit hours are you,enroiled?

r--CheeP/T . 1

i*,

400444/f...V LESS MORE
,1

c"
Im.0% a (soli) i_I-12,4_154-A-7-11*14-15--1--N.A.,: -TOTAL

0

0* *

129.250 16.500* 90:750 77.000 44.0000 357.500
RARARrin 4.62 25_1A 21-54 412,.,13,A,_444.40,14.6_15.

a
k* ****,

45.320 49.440* 135.960* 218.360 20.600* 469.680
BARRON 9.65 10.53 28.95 46.49 * 4.39 100.00

I._ I
FOND DU 26.42 14.15 31.13 1 9.81 8.49 100.00

LAC

288.420 69.92041 262.200* 96.140 '87.400* 804.080
-45.147 * a-745 * 12-61 11-R6 * 10.87 1110.0.0

VALLEY-

**4********m***WAt
17.2904 7.410* 143.2600 113.620* 4%9.880* 291.460

MANI- 5.93 2.54 49.15 ,) 38.98 * .3.3.9 100.00
70*O

A

1004M0 34e9.500 25R-6100 254-646 14-9-50 685-020
MARATHON. 15.01 5.10 3.T.76 - 36.73 5.10 0.100.00

101:520 14.100 26.900 56.400 39.480. 338.400'
MART. 10.'00 4.17 37,50 16.67 11.147 100100
NETTE

68.000 .1000 172.000* 124%000 36.000* 424.000
MARSH- 16.04 5.66 40.57 29.25 04.624100.00
FT Ft

76 00 9.800 47.600* 48.600 16.008* 141.400
MEDFORD .81 6.9 33.66 2.71 11.88 100.00

**1
33.330 21.210 69.690 99.990 45.450*269.670

RICHLAND* 12.36 7.87 25.84 fa. 57.08 16.85 100.00

,..
*

178.350 92.250* 147.6000 116.850 36.900* 571.950
-ROCK 11.18''. 16.13 25.81 20.43 * 645 100.00

1144.710* 74-1450o l59 .6140* 154,-Ata0 29.,QA0* 563.1170_
5NE. 25.66 13.27 28.32 27,4p 5.31 100.00

80Y6AN

98.440 64.200* 205.440 81.320* 25.680* 475.080

TON

381.6000 232.900. p48.000. 232.900 68esd01465.900
'miasma. 26.17 15.89 37.38 15.89' 4.67 100.00

(ATOTAL

1102.0AM, APt1.71411PAIIA-90,0*.114115.497
23.90 10.76 34.18 23.81 7.35 100.00

94



Table 38
_

Rosponse

-82-

to: Your approximate annual f

440.104.

"( UNDER 5000- 8000-
ay. ethirat

4

MANI -
Inwoc

53.560
BARRON 11.46

541.000
FOND DU 7.55

LAC

87.400
FRI. 10-117
VALLEY

t11
9.88V
3.39

44.000 30.250
12,31 -8 ..-46

74.160 41.200*
"45.79 8.77

72-500, 55-240
9.43 6.49

61.180 78.660*
7:61 9-78

)

AAAAAAAtAAAAAAA*AAA A A IAA**,ft* *ILIUM If -\*AAA
22.230 29.640 88.920* 66.690 14.820* 7.410* 4.940 46.930* 291.460

1.69 16.10 100.00

.t

ily 14eefee (before taxes):

10000- 1000- 20000- 25000- 30000 "
IL4.4.99.9_ A 24944 3..244IAB. -44411-0-VER* - -N.4.

4 (
63.250* 74.250 '33.000* 19.250 8.250 16.500* 68.750* 357.50o

'20.7'7_ --11.23--, -5.311-*- -2.-31- 4.52 .11c - 19.23- 110.00

OW IllAttl*AAIMAAAAAAAAAAJIAAAAAAAACIMAAAA
148.320 49.440 24.720 4.120 12.3604. 61.800* 469.680
31.58 10.53 5.26 .88 2.63 13.16 102.00

4 4
'10.2500-1-66.154 43.500* 1.250* 21.750e 13.3.150* 768.500
.77.36 21.,70 5.66 . .94 2.83 16.04 100.00

I

-
)1 ** 4

218.500 87.400. 69.920 43.700 43,70041 113.620* 80. noo
27-17 10.87 8.70 5.43 4 5.4.3 14.1.3 :

0
A -TWA.

7.63 10.17 30.51 22.08 5.08 2.54

"-97i" 411201111 97-860o 21n-670 69.9111 41.9404 27.960A 27.9604. 90.8704 685.024
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Appendix C
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Appendix C: Reproduction of Surliey Questionnaire

University of. Wisconsin Center System

602 State Street, Madison, Wisconsin 53706

CONFIDENTIAL SURVEY OF STUDENT OPINION

Dear Student:

The University of Wisconsin Center System is Interested in what its students
think about their present experiences In the Center System educational program.

For this reason, we are conducting a confidenglal surveyof student opinion..
Will you please participate In our survey by completing the following brief
questionnaire?

o

The questions can be answered quickly and easily, and this should take
only four or five minutes of your time. Your opinions are impOrtant t6 us, and
quite frankly', this survey will not be a success without your reply.

The enclosed reply envelope has been numbered only to tell, us that you have
returned the questionnaire, not to identify you, since this spcial survey is
strictly confidential. ,

`So please help us by returning yOur questionnaire todSy in the (inclosed
postpaid envelope. Thank you.

Cordially yours,

/ Edward B. Fort
Chancellor

P. S. The questionnaire begins on the reverse side of this letter.
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H OW YO H FEEL ABOUT YAUR CENTER

PLEASE TELL US WHETHER OR NOT YOUAGREE WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS
BY CIRCLING THE NISMBER BRIM THE RATING YOU CHOOSE.
RATINGS ARE ABBREVIATED AS FOLLOWS:

DN m DEFINITELY NOT; N NO; ? NOT SURE; Y YES; DY a DEFINITELY YES

EXAMPLE; The Center System has fourteen Centers. DN N ? Y DY
1 2 3 4 cD

/IF YOU FEEL THAT A QUESTION DOES NOT APPLY
OR PERTAIN TO YOU,
PLEASE LEAVE IT'BLANK

4 Q'

la.. Center students have enough voice in faculty DN N ? Y DY
and administrative decisions affecting them. 1 2 3 4 5

'I

b. In general, students here are given the respect DN N ?, Y DY
and. responsibility of adults. I 1, 2 3 4 ,5 E

k. Id general, the rules and regulations are "DN N ;
pretty relaxed here; people. dondt feel hassled. 1 2 3

2a. Classes are scheduled at c nvenient times.

b. .At my Center, rvistration procedures are
a real burden.

c. The library resources of the tenter are very
helpful in my academic work.

d. I have been able to get help I needed in
choosing my courses and profram.

0

DN
1

DY
5 FE1

? Y DY
3 4 5 Ei1

DN N ? Y DY
1 2 3 4 5

DN N ?

1 7-2 3
DY
5

DN N ? Y DY
1 2 3 4 5

4
e. I like the present arrangement that provides

culturarevents'at my Center -- art exhibits, DN,
theater, concerts, etc. 0 1

Y DY
4 5.

f. I have been able to get help at my Center in DN DY .

finding a part-time or temporary job.
i

2 3 4 5

98
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Page, 2

DN DEFINITELY NOT; N cr NO;' ? = NOT SURE; Y = YES; DY = DEFINITELY YFS

3a. In'general, the. Center I attend is a
place where students just go to class;fr
not much else happens there.

b. feel that courses and activities I have
participated in at the Center have contri, QN
buttd a lot to my own personal, growth, 1

c. The Center offers me enough variety of
'courses to meet my needs and interests.

.,DN N Y DY
1 2 3 4 5 .0

d. In general, I feel that my Center is
doing an excellent job in preparing me
for fliffher college work.

The costs of books and supplies have been
a real problem to me.

4a. My professors have set standards that are
difficult to achieve.

Most of my professors seem interested in
me as an individual.

c. Professors and undergraduates at my
Center get together often outside the
classroom.

d. In various ways, going to a Cen made
the change from high school to co lege
easier for me.

99

DN N
1 2

Y. DY
4 5

DY

N ? Y DY
1 2 3 4 5

DN N

1 2 3

DY
5

DN N ? Y DY
1 2 3 4 5

DN N ?

1 2 3

. DY

S

DN N Y DY
1 2 3 .4 5

DN N Y DY o

1 2' 3 4 5

18

20
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DECISIONS YOU MADE ABOUT GOING TO 4 .CENTER

Page'3

5a. Who or.what first made you considerattexling the
community?

(Please check one or 'all that apply)

,A person representing the Center? ( )

High sdWOol counselor? ( )

High school teacher? ( )
Parent? ( )

Center
o
in this

26

Et]

29

A Center student? ( ) M3
A friend or relative other than a parent? ( ) FE

-A publication? (brochure, catalog, etc.) ( ) LE
Newspaper article ?...' ( ) LE
Radio program? ( )

Television program? ( ) ER
Other:

\36-

(please describe)

h. I decided to go to this Center'because I . . .

.

(Please check one or all that apply)

Had no other 'alternative if I wanted to go to college ( )

Found special courses I particularly wanted to study (

Likei, the idea of a small campus y (.3
Kne4 it would Cost me less (0)

Didn't want to go to work in some boring job ( )

. Wanted to be treated like an individual; not a number . ..

Was recommended to the Center by someone whose Opinion T respect...( )
Wanted to be with my frienIs who were going to the Center s- ( )

Was able to live_ at home, "cutting out room and board fees ( )

Other;
46-

(please specify).

38
39

rE
au

YOUR PL A`NS AND GOALS
6a. After I eave the Center I most likely ill .

- Not take any more college work
Leo* for a job

1

Attend a private college or private university in Wisconiin
Enter military services ..

. Attend an out-of-state college or university
Attend a trade, technical Or vocational school or college
Attend a University of Wisconsin lour,year campus
Other:

4,..(

(

(

(

(

(

)

)

).

)

)

)

)

47

CIE

LE
50

(-please specify)
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a

rage 4

If you plan to attend a University of Wisconsin four-y campus,
which one'do you think it will be?

(please spec,y which four-year campus) ,

c4
I decided to enroll at the Center rather- than in a technical or

A vocational program elsewhere because

1
(please che.ckone or all that apply)

li.I felt that my job prospects would be better
( )

M want a well - rounded education that can be applied in
more than one Trea of life ( )

,yentually I hope to enter one of the profes-,ionsi..(lawyer,
yv doctor, teacher, etc.).

( )

Liplanned to transfer to a four-year college or university...,( )
0-0er:

\

55:5(;-

58

59
60

(please spetify)

,

d. OfAhe following eight goals, please mark your most important goal "I"
and your second most important goal ".2":

.
.

. ..,

Td broaden my intellectual interests and to acquire an
appreciation of ideas ,

.

To increase my appreciation of art, music and literature
_.........._

To decide upon an occupation or-career and develop the
necessary skills

To increase my effectiveness in working with people and
in getting along with different kinds of people

To,develop my knowledge and interest in community and
world problems ,

TO help clarify my moral and ethical values-
To acquire,knowledge and attitudes basic iq marria.ge.and

a satisfying family life...1
To acquire background for further study in, some pr6-

. .

. ' fessional or scholarly field
. .

101
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Page 5

A B O.0 T Y 0 U . . FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY, WOULD YOU TELL US
SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF

7a. Are you now enrolled as a student at a University of Wisconsin Center ?.

Yes (:) 1 No ( ) 2

b. If "Yes," which Center are you attending?

(please spe y)

Are you: Male ( ) 1 male ( ) 2

d. What is your present age?

8

, -9 :10-

12:13-

e. Marital status: Single ( ) 1. Married ( ) 2

f. Are you {how living with parents? Yes ( ) 1 No ( ) 2
,ti

g. Are you hoW employed?

Full time ( ) 1 Pait-time ( ) 2-, Not, emplOyed ( ) 3

If you are not employed, please skip to Question 8a below.

h. If employed part-time or full-time; please specify
the number of hours per week that you usually work:

ot hours
i. In what type of business, industry or service is your

company or employer engaged? (Please be specific:
for example, steel manufacturing, education, textile
wholesale, state'government, hardware retailing,'etC.),
If you do not work for an employer,.please give Your
occupation or profession:

16

19

What is your title, orpositio0 (For example, partner,
machine operator, sales manager, do5tor, letter'carrier, etc.)

8a. When do you have your classes?

Mostly mornings ( ) 1 Mostly afternoons.. ( ) 2

Mostly evenings ( ) 3 Mostly days and evenings ( ) 4

i02

PTI
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Page 6

8b. For how many credit hours are you enrolled?
No, credit hours,

9a. Your approximate annual family income (before taxes):

Under $ 5,000 ( )

$ 5,000 '- $ 7099 ( )

$1,000 - $ 9,999 ( )

-,$ 10,000"- $ 14.099 ,(-

1

2

4

$ 15,000
$ 20,000
.$.25,000
$ 30,000

- $ 19,999
- $ 24,909
- $ 29,991
and over

( )

( )

( )

( 1

5

6
7

8

24

, 9b. What do you expect your major fieldto'be? Please mark the one field
that seems closest to your expectation. Examples are. given in paeentheses.:

0

Undecided
( ) 1

Agriculture
( ) 2

Natural resources other than a riculture (ecology,
forestry, landscape techno ogy, wildlife management) ( ) 3

Applied arts (photography, fashion, interior design ( 1 4
Fine arts (sculpture, theater, music)

( )
ArChitecture

( ) 6
Business. (accounting, banking, marketing, secretarial,

hotel and restaurant services)
( ) 7

Communication (broadcasting, journalism, public relations,
advertising) ( ) 8-.

Behavioral sciences (,psychology, sociology, anthropology)
( ) 1 -

Social Sciences (eco1omics, history, political science) ( ) 2
Public Services polkce science, public administration,

social welfare, transportation', planning)
Liberal Arts and Humanitips carsvagps, literature,

ethnic studies, philosophy)
Biological Sciences (biology, botany, physiology) 1
Physical Sciences (chemistry, physics, geology
Matheffiatics, Statistics
Engineering

-Technology (data_ processing, engineering technology, ,
. drafting, attics) ( ) 1

Trade and 1nd:6-try (auto mechanics, plumbing, carpefitry,
machinist) ( ) 2

Nedltg §ervi es (thedical technician, nursing, physical
erapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy) . ( ) 3

Per. na

/(

l Sery ces (cosmetology, child care), ( ) 4
e Economics (clothincand'textiles, dietetics,

home mana ement),
( ) 5

Education (elem ntary, secondary, college, special) ( ) 6
Other:

0

ease specs y
28-

4
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N O'T LBASTI.

Are there any comments or further des
(favorable or unfavorable) that yo
think of a brief statement that c
of your Center? Pleae use the

Thank you for your coopera

ry

ptions of your Center
ould like so offer? Can you

tures the uniqueness or flavor
ace below for your written comment.

, A



University ofW1sConsin Center System

4602 State Street, Madison, Wisconsin 53706
",k

Appendix C
Follow,mp letter

CONFIDENTIAL SURVEY OF STUDENT OPINION

Dear Student:

" Perhaps you recall receiving the enclosed questionnaire in yourmail
recently.

If you were busy at the time nd unable to fill out the questionnaire,
would you possibly be able to fill out now? It takes.just a few minutes, °
and you will be belpincomple e our survey.

'My letter attached to the questionnaire explains why the survey is
being done and itis so important for us to have yourppinions.

Cordially yours,

z Edward B. Fort
Chancellor
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